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; : l^NBth;p«nlQr scn§itt for 15 Algerians 

-• - 4 ftI^PS P0 — An AlgeSan prcuccutor asked a military tribunal on 
'■ « Sunday J» condeaw jS Mwiim fimdametttafists to deathforanattadkooa 
fige fier po am wfach three young gtaantenea were IriHcd and 
? The prosecutor, Capfaa Abddkxim BonaldE, m aAs the request oq the 


rcjgfewday of the tnaiof €2 men in the Saharan desert town of Ouanda, 
tlK Ofooal news agency APS sad. Seven are being tried in their absence! 
.Ihe CKHmal was expected to jdve its verdicts later on Simitar fcfcwl** 


....... . 

prince Hassan 

meets 

Kuna S ‘Pee.?® Child’ group 

. AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
d - j?* ao-j Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
:v - P met Sunday with children partid* 

■evii Sa *fc - 1 P®*®* “ “The Peace Child” 
c’ J.l. !f 5 musical play in an open dialogue 

S ih r 81 ^ Cultural- Centre. 

...4 r *Se r Vim Hasstm (Sscasscd with ibe 
' ‘f children the themes included in 

■j^t* 'jC. their musical play, which started 


Twognnmen shot dead a poircetnan in daytight ou Sunday in the Aimers 
g#lw Uh-Qf Be loouit, a bastion of flic Mbhhu ftiwfami iihiirt movement. 
/Itepoticeman, who was on his way home, died instantly with three 
Jxffl^ m hh head aqd tbe attackm escaped, Algiers Radio said. It was 
fte Btt attach ro mdays on the Algerian security forces, who have tost 
sonOSU memb e rs kited by gunmen since the a u thor i ties declared a state 
of emergency in February (ace page 2). 


Volume 17 Number 4994 


Jor 






An independent Arab political daily published by the? 

(jjjjJfl ^*.-*11 imu^U js IjjiUjVb jihrii 


AMMAN MONDAY, MAY 4, 1992, THU EL QIPDEH 3, 1412 


gl^TOundation 

5jj j«Jj jljjya 


Crown Prince mee t s Islamic league chief 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Sunday 
received President of the Jcddah«based League of Islamic World 
Abdallah Nassif and an accompanying delegation. Prince Hassan praised 
the role played by the league in providing assistance to the needy and 
relief assistance to victims of natural disasters. Prince Hasan stressed the 
importance of charity work as a bridge Uniting between the Arab and 
Muslim worlds. The Crown Prince called for aystafltsiag joint charity 
projects between the Islamic relief organisation and the Hashemite 
Jordanian Charity. He nndgHmed the importance of investing the alms 
funds in projects benefitting Muslims everywhere. Mr. Nassif praised 
Prince Hassan's efforts to support charitable -work. Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker also received Mr. Nassif, who briefed him on the 
outcome of his talks with officials from the Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment. 


Price: Jordan 100 EBs; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 
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its shows in Amman bast Thurs- 
“ day, and ways of implementing 


T — *-r is, ibj, ways 01 mipietoenmig 
!\ ,»*' them. These dealt with the future 
' ll *«S 35 > of the world nations, protecting 
jcorif the environment, racial and 
r ethnic conflicts, poverty, aima- 

riT? men£ and eradicating illiteracy. 
Prince Hassan stressed the im- 
portance of human norms and 
Protester values in resolving all conflicts 
3 rinCft« B ^ spreading peace cm earth. 

mtss prince Hassan’s meeting with the 
-3r childr en will be part of a televi- 

sion programme winch will be 
N-rLRsjg. broadcast by more than 100 inter- 

* -ucisar^ national television networks. 
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Saddam names 
military 

"/*** officers as governors 

'* ' f £•'*. BAGHDAD (R) — President 

* ' rjr!c> Saddam Hnssein Sunday 

■■ •: appointed two military officers as 

governors of predominantly 
_r.j v c .4l southern Shiite cities. The Iraqi 
:r News Agency (INA) said Briga- 

* \- [Z.’.Z dier Taher Jameel Habboush was 

‘ 7 i - sworn in as governor of Nassiriya 
H. --V 7 while Major General Kamel Sajet 
■ - - Aziz, a hero of the 1980-88 Iraq- 

... i-Vj. ban war, was named governor of 
.’••"-tr" Amara. 
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Levy in Nigeria 


j-.I.V-" ABUJA, Nigeria (R)'~ Tsraelf 
'~.TZ ‘Xy Foreign Minister David Levy «•- 
rived in Nigeria on Sunday to 
‘ ‘ restore diplomatic relations with 

AfricaY most populous nation. 
. .;;v Z-iTT" Mr. Levy, the first Israeli mmis - 
" r * ter to mike an official visit to 
Nigeria since the West African 
c _: on .. country severed finks during the 
in hcienu Arab-Israeli war of *1973, was 
'Super Ej met at Abuja international air- 
port by Foreign Affairs Minister 
- A ' Dee Nwachukwu. Mr. Levy will 
. - have talks on Monday with Presi- 

.v dent Ibrahim Babangjda, who is 

also dudrman of the Oi^nisathm 
... r . r j of African Unity, officiak said. 


... r-r. 
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Judge dismisses 
ABC lawsuit 
against Israeli 

TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israeli 
court has dismissed a lawsuit 
brought by ABC ^ News Inc. 
against an Israeli for infringement 
of copyright, a omit official said 
Sunday. Judge Shalom Brenner 
nded on a suit brought against 
David Bedein, whose form Israel 
Resources: Media Relations 
screened ABC news film cfip 6 
during public discussions on fore- 
(ign television, coverage of the 
raestinian uprising in 1988. ABC 
News brought suit after it learned 
Mr. Bedein was charging adnris- 
skm to die screenings. Mr. Be- 
dein maintained be was* only 
covering ins costs . 1 Mr. Brenner 
also cancelled an injunction 
against Mr. Bedein showing ABC 
efips and ordered ABC News to 
pay 7,500 shekels <$3,125) in 
legal fees to Mr. Bedein, -said the 
court official. Mr. Bedein’s 
lawyer, Joseph Gelhnan, said the. 
suit was dismissed because the 
copyright on the dips was held by 
ABC Inc., not ABC News, and 
bo evidence on the corporate fink 
between the two was presented in 

court 


Army releases 
detained 

^ Bosnian president 

SARAJEVO (R) — The Yugos- 
lav army rdeaserLPresidcnt AEja 
Iaetbegovic of -Bosnia- 
Heizegovina on Sunday from a 

- military barracks in Sarajevo 
where he was hdd for 24 horns, a 
European Community source 
said. He was released under an 
agreement negotiated by UJi. 
peacekeepers under which Bos- 
nian forces said they would fift a 


... recr in. Sarajevo and_ allow its 
commander. General . Mihitm 
L^ Kukanjac, to leave. The army 
-detained Mr. Izetbegovic on 
Saturday while heavy fi ghting 
-raged in Sarajevo between Mas- 

fan sup po t tin g Bosma's newlyr 


Los Angeles begins 
long healing process 


JS7&K*. m. 


Combined agency despsteto 

BLACKS AND WHITES, in- 
cluding many film stars, worked 
in harmony on Sunday to dear up 
riot-scared Los Angeles, where 
45 people died in the worst racial 
violence in the United States tins 
century. 

The riots, which could become 
a watershed event and a major 
issue in the U.S. presidential 
campaign, also injured 2,000 and 
caused at least $500 milli on in 


million in 


The violence, winch had briefly 
spread in scattered di s t u rb an ces 
to about one dozen other U.S. 
cities, died out throughout the 
United States by the end of the 
weekend. 

But one television commenta- 
tor said Los Angeles was stifi Iflce 


Gates said out be weekly CBS 
network programme, Face the 
Nation. 

“I would hope that we can go 
through the next three or four 
days with these troops here on 
the streets in a peaceful mode,” 
he said. 

The dusk-to-dawn curfew will 
remain in effect until “we have 
two or three days of total peace,” 
he said, adding that the city has 
been peaceful for the last two 
days. 

Soldiers continued to patrol the 
city and guard fire-gutted and 
ransacked stores a day after Pres- 
ident George Bosh formally de- 
clared America’s second-largest 
city and its environs a disaster 
area. 

Surveying areas of burned out 
buildings in downtown Los 


a "police state” with thousands of . Angeles, Mr. Ueberroth bravely 
troops, reservists and police eu- dedared: "We are not going to 

< : i. .. „ rmt ft harr thp nnu ft sm an* 


forcing night curfews. Police 
guarded workmen sent to restore 
(Aectrkity to parts of the dty stSI 
without power. 

The city picked Peter Ueber- 
roth, who directed Los Angeles’ 
massive preparations for the 1984 
Olympic Games, to take charge 
of rebuikimg areas devastated by 
the rampage. 

Los Angeles police drief Daryl 
Gates called for federal troops to 
stayin the streets for up to four 
more days: 

The large presence of police 
and mifitaiy win co ntinu e until 
peace-hay 'been restored? Mr . 


pot it back the way it was. We are 
going to make it better.” 

Shovels and brooms became 
tods of healing and hope as 
hundreds of people, sometimes 
stopping to hug eadi other as 
they swept up glass and black- 
ened debris, cleaned up streets. 

Other e thnic s groups such as 
Asians and Wspanics joined the 
cleanup of damage caused by a 
rage that broke out in the dty of 
Angeles last Wednesday after 
four policemen were acquitted of 
bearing black motorist Rodney 
King despite a fihn which showed 
police repeatedly- (string (rim with 


batons. 

Film stars Sean Penn and 
Angelica Huston rolled up their 
sleeves and picked up brooms to 
help in the cleanup. Other actors 
including Beau Bridges, James 
Wood, Lon Gossett and Laura 
Dern distributed food to 
thousands left homeless. 

But while the massive show of 
force had ended the violence, 
allowing rebuilding to start, it was 
dear tbe criss was not over. The 
impact of the unrest was sure to 
be felt for years to come. 

Tbe death tool surpassed the 43 
that occurred during the 1967 
Detroit riots, which had been the 
bloodiest U.S. urban uprising. 

Aside from a northeast Los 
Angeles commercial building fire 
whose cause was unknown, calm 
prevailed in Los Angeles Satur- 
day night and early Sunday. 

But 15 kilometres north of 
downtown Lra Angeles in sifo- 
urban Pasadena, police dispersed 
a crowd of about 100 people in an 
encounter in which one person 
was shot and killed and a police 
helicopter was shot at, forcing h 
to land. 

The helicopter made an 
emergency landing shortly after 
midnight and its two-member 
crew was unhurt. Police did not 
consider the incident related to 
the Los Angeles riots. 

Churches in Los Angeles and 
other parts of the country rang 

(Continued on page J) - 


A National Guard patrol in the Watts section of Los Angeles 

Only economic pressure will force 
Israel to change stand — Ashrawi 


APU urges Top Kabul aide killed; 
summit on another kidnapped 

I A D V an Co mb i neri ageacy despatc h es and urgmgs by the internarion 

» cnmmmritv” said one of M 


crisis 


Combined agency despatches and urgings by the international 

community,” said one of Mr. 
AFGHANISTAN’S FORMER Shardan’s friends, 
chief justice was kidnapped, tor- The a tt acks will embarrass the 
tured and assassinated in Kabul Mnjahedeen government of 
on Sunday in one of three appa-. Sibhatullah Mojaddidi, which 
rent revenge attacks following the offered a general amnesty to the 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — Arab 
parliamentarians called on Sun- 
day for an urgent Arab summit to 
work out a common strategy to 
muster support for Libya in its 
dispute with the West over the 
Lockerbie case. 

Tbe Libyan, news agency 
JANA said tbe members of par- 
liament discussed ways to bad 
Tripoli, under U.N. sanctions 
since April 15 for refusing to 
surrender two men wanted for 
trial cm charges of Mowing up a 
Pan Am antiner over Scottend in 
1988. 

At tbe end of the two-day 
meeting in Tripoli, the Arab Par- 
liamentary Union, which com- 
prises deputies from all Arab 
League countries, called for Arab 
coordination and unjty. 

However, the elusive quest for 
Arab unity was portrayed Satur- 
day night when the meeting 
turned into a fight over the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

Tbe row started when tee head 
of tbe Iraqi delegation comp a red 
Libya’s position to teat of Iraq. 
Iraq is still under a U.N. decreed 
economic blockade, even after 
U.S.-led troops forced it out of 
Kuwait in 1991. 

“We must free the new chal- 
lenge and push our goals and the 
Arab League to take practical 
steps to end tbe stege of Libya 
and to lift the siege off silent 
Iraq,” Ghanem Aziz, head of tbe 
Iraqi delegation, told tbe gather- 
ing of representatives of 13 Arab 
countries. 

Shortly afterwards, the Kuwaiti 
representative, Abdul Karim AI j 
Johaidaly, expressed his objec- I 
tkm to this comparison tty telling j 
tbe gathering: ‘Today, one of the 
leaders tried to compare between 
the siege of Libya and that of ] 
Iraq. How can that be? Iraq 
occupied a sister state.” 

Mr. Aziz, a tall and heavyest 
man wearing a Western suit, 
banged furiously on the table 
•with Ms copper name plate, shat-, 
tering a saucer, and started a 
five-minute tirade of insults' 
Hgainst the Kuwaiti and his coun- 
try- 

Another member of tbe Iraqi 
delegation moved threateningly 
toward the Kuwaiti bat was frad 

back ltySudaiK»e and other dek- 

gateiwho finally quietened down 

(Continued on page 5) 


By Mariam M. Shahin 
--'Jordan Times Staff .'Reporter 

AMMAN — Economic pressure 
may be tee only catalyst which 
would persuade Israel to begin 
substantive talks with the Arabs 
in the on-going peace negotia- 
tions, Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi said Sunday. 

Dr. Ashrawi, who arrived here 
Saturday after the fifth round of 
bilateral peace talks with Israel in 
Washington, spoke at length ab- 
out developments and expecta- 
tions of the peace talks after what 
she termed a "successful working 
meeting” with Foreign Minister 
g»mei Abu Jaber. 

Assessment of the bilateral 
negotiations by members of tbe 
Palestinian delegation and Dr. 
Abu Jaber established that Jor- 
dan and the Palestinian delega- 
tion bote felt that Israel con- 
tinued to be intransigent and 
'avoiding issues of substance. 

T don’t think that without very 
firm steps vis-a-vis Israel by the 
United States and Europe, 
whether in the form of trade 


agreement, aid or sanctions, the 
Israelis will just continue with tee 
status quo which serves their in- 
terest,” Dr. Ashrawi said when 
asked what could bring out a 
more co nstructi ve Israeli attitude 
in the negotiations. 

The Jordanian and Palestinian 
delegations came to the same 
conclusion and Dr. Ashrawi 
stressed that cooperation be- 
tween the two delegations was 
constantly improving. “Tbe 
Palestinians and tbe Jor danians 
have, the closest working rela- 
tionship in part because we are a 
joint delegation and because of 
all sorts of considerations in com- 
mon,” she said. 

"We had a long meeting for 
coordination before tbe negotia- 
tions began and we agreed to 
common principles which every- 
body adhered to,” Dr. Ashrawi 
added in an interview with the 
Jordan Times. 

Israel would not bow except to 
very direct pressure. Dr. Ashrawi 
asserted. She insisted that "when 
using the carrot and stick 
approach, the carrot doesn't 


work with Israelis; they will eat 
all the carrots and ask for more. 
They will not comply otherwise.” 
“The Israelis,” the spokes- 
woman asserted, “have to know 
that they have something to lose; 
something concrete and tangible 
otherwise if they fed they can 
maintain this impasse and get 
away with it they will.” 

The unwillingness of the 
Israelis to tackle issues of subst- 
ance with their Arab negotiating 
partners was a way to buy time 
and thus build more settlements 
in the West Bank, Jerusalem and 
Gaza Strip, according to Dr. 
Ashrawi. By creating facts on the 
ground. Dr. Ashrawi raid, the 
outcome of the negotiations 
would be predetermined. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir has repeatedly said that 
he would not withdraw from one 
inch of occupied territory and 
would not trade land for peace. 

"So while the peace process is 
going on there is another process 
going on in the West Bank, which 

(Continued on page 5) 


Crown 
Prince 
lauds 
U.S. role 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan Sunday 
paid tribute to the role played by tbe 
United States in tbe Middle East 
peace process and commended Arab- 
American activists for their role in 
bringing about a new awareness in tbe 
U.S. of the need to resolve the 
Middle East conflict on the basis of 
justice. 

“I would like to make it dear that 
tbe feet of continued participation 
from all parties to the peace process is 
truly a credit to all involved,” tbe 
Crown Prince said delivered through 
satellite to a conference in tbe U.S. of 
the Arab- American anti- 

nkeri initiation Committee (ADC). 
“I would particularly like to mention 
in tins respect the vital role played by 
the co-sponsors; a conflict as deeply 
in tbe public psyche as tee 
'Arab-Israeli conflict cannot be re- 
solved without evenhanded media- 
tion by an honest broker,” he said. 

U.S. President George Bush and 
Secretary of State James Baker “have 
consistently provided such media- 
tion,” tbe Crown Prince added. 
“Their principled stand over brad's 
request for $10 billion housing loan 
guarantees in particular has won them 
much credibility in the Arab World. 

“This in turn is in large part a 
tribute to the role played by organisa- 
tions such as ADC (which) have 
maintained public awareness of tbe 
true facts and figures, moreover, the 
issues at stake.” 

Following are major excerpts from 
tbe Grown Prince's address: 

“When representatives of your 
organisation came to Amman last 
December, the first round of the 
Washington bilateral talks had just 
began, and there were many who 
doubted that they would reach any 
positive conclusion. Between the 
position of the Arab delegations and 
tee Israeli delegation the gap 
appeared impossible to brube: The 
Arab delegations called for the with- 
drawal of Israeli forces from territor- 
ies occupied in 1967 in accordance 
with Security Council Resolution 242 
and 338: The Israeli delegation 
seemed to be attempting to negotiate 
the conditions on which Israel would 

(Continued on page 5) 


end of 14 years of dvfl war. 

The body of Karim Shardan, 
chief justice is the government 
swept away last week, was found 
riddled with bullets in an outer 
suburb of the dty, friends of his 
family said. 

Former Gvfl Aviation Minister 
Wadier Safie was missing after 
also being kidnapped, while a 
senior (racial of a front organisa- 
tion for the (rid ruling Watan 
Party was seized but later res- 
cued. 

Mr. Shardan’s friends said 
three armed men cam$ to his flat 
in an area of government housing 
on Saturday evening and forced 
him into a small blue car dri ve n 
by a fourth person. ^ 

Soldiers found his -body on 
Sunday morning thrown into 
mud. There were sings of torture 
on his corpse. 

News of tee attacks convulsed 
the Microrayon area of govern- 
ment horamg where many senior 
figures of the old 1 government 
continue to five despite being 
replaced by a new Islamic govern- 
ment last week. 

“There is a lot of concern that a 
cycle of violence, kidnapping and 
assassination might begin in 
Kabul despite repeated assur- 
ances by the interi m head of state 


former regime when it formally 
took power last Tuesday. 

Mr. Shardan was one of four 
former ministers who pledged to 
cooperate with the new govern- 
ment. 

Radical guerrilla leader Gul- 
bnddin Hekmatyar’s troops 
dashed Sunday with an unpopu- 
lar militia he says must be ousted 
before be will accept the new 
government. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s fighters also 
were blamed for a series of rocket 
attacks on tbe capital. But he 
lifted a blockade, allowing grain 
and other desperately- needed 
supplies to be trucked into Kabul 
on Sunday. 

Mr. Hekmatyar met with a 
small group of reporters Sunday 
outside Kabul, speaking for the 
first time since the fall of the 
Soviet-installed regime last 
month. He piomised to support 
the new leadership if his demand 
was met, but threatened to attack 
Kabul "in days” if the Dostum 
militia was not ousted. 

Fighters from his Hezb-e- 
Idami faction fired rockets and 
automatic weapons at Dostum 
militiamen on a road leading 
south from Kabul, said comman- 

(Con tinned oa page 5) 


Palestinians seek halt 
to Israeli road-building 


Israeli troops kill 
W. Bank Palestinian 


By Rasa Sabbagh . salem to settlements in the West 
Reuters Bank. 

Tbe highway, dotted with tun- 
AMMAN — Palestinian Middle oels and a bridge, will rush 
East peace delegates have written' thousands of Jewish settlers to 


to Washington demanding a halt 
in new Israeli road projects link- 
ing settlements in the occupied 
territories, Palestine Liberation - 
Organisation (PLO) sources said 
on Sunday. 

Pales tinians told U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker this 
week the "recent and rapid in- 
crease in road construction in tee 
occupied territories was dearly 
designed to serve settlements and 
their expansion,” one source told 
Renters. 

“And they asked for a halt to 
the roads serving settlements 
since they ran against the goals of 
the current Middle East peace 
process,” he said. 

' Tbe letter was sent to Mr. 
Baker on April 29, tbe same day 
Israeli Television reported the 
Jewish state's launch of a 12- 
ltilometre long road, its boldest 
project to fink occupied Jcra- 


tbeir homes in tbe heart of the 
occupied territory without pas- 
sing through Palestinian villages. 

Washington wants Israel to 
quit the occupied territories in 
•exchange for peace guarantees 
from Palestinians and tee Arabs 
in line with United Nations Re- 
solution 242, the mate basis of tee 
current six-moath-old fragile bat 
historic peace process'. 

It has termed Israel’s 
settlement-building drive on 
occupied lands as an obstacle to 
peace and complicated tee Jewish 
state’s efforts to secure $10 bflfion 
in U.S. loan guarantees to absorb 
new Jewish immigrants. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
dead an unarmed Palestinian wbo 
allegedly lunged at a soldier after 
being arrested in the occupied 
West Bank, Palestinian and milit- 
ary sources said on Sunday. 

Palestinians said Anton Sho- 
mali, 23, had been arrested dur- 
ing a march in tbe West Bank 
village of Beit Sahour near Beth- 
lehem. 

Mr. Shomali, struck three 
times in the chest, died while 
being transferred from one hos- 
pital to another, they said. 

Military sources said a border 
patrol soldier fired when Mr. 
Shomali attacked another soldier. 

In another developme n t, part 
of the Church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre will be reconsecrated after a 


Arabs say Israeli Prime Minis- ' man vandalised an altar in Christ- 
tcr Yitzhak Shamir, who has ianity's main shrine, church 


vowed never to cede an inch of 
territory, is increasingly harming 
chances of a land4br-peace deal 

(Contbxned on page 5) 


sources said on Sunday. 

Greek, Armenian and Latin 
patriarchs will lead tbe ceremony 
on Monday to reconsecrate the 
altar on the traditionally accepted 


site of Calvary within the fourth 
century efanreb in Jerusalem's 
walled Old City, they said. 

A judge on Sundaay ordered a 
man and a woman detained for . 
nine days’ psychiatric observation ' 
following tbe attack on Saturday, 
a police spokesman said. The 
police said the couple had refused 
to answer questions and were 
carrying nothing which identified 
them. 

The man maintained his si- 
lence, while the woman wrote 
two words in Hebrew, one of 
them a name for -God. 

The man and wife carried no 
identification and refused to give 
their names and nationality. 

Police believe the two are tour- 
ists since they have spoken only 
in English. 

The man attacked the Greek 
Orthodox altar on top of the rock 
■where Christ is believed to have 
been crucified while the woman, 
who was bolding a Bible, looked 
on. 


Freedom of press and responsibility go side by side — Sharif 


By Tamara Sbnkri 

Petra 

AMMAN — Information Minis- 
ter Mahmoud Al Sharif has said 
that the demooratisatiou process 
which started in Jordan two yeais 
Hgo enhanced the freedom of die 
press remarkably since tec free- 
dom of p«ew and expression is an 
essential bans for democratic 
performance ip any country. 

In an interview with the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, oo the 
.eve of the International Dty for 
tee Freedom of tee Press, Mr.' 
'Sharif said that the freedom of 
-tee presss and freedom of ex- 
pression are stipulated by tee 
Comtitutiou and there is no con- 
trol over anything pubfisbed in 
the local press. - 
“The Ministry of Infopnatka 
does not interfere in joBnafistS' 
woffc. But there is no freedom 


without responsibility,” he said. 
“I believe it is tbe cbty of jour- 
nalists themselvet to have their 
own monitors which are essential 
for writing news reports and 
commentary in a manner making 
their performance linked to tee • 

‘journalist honour charter’ which 
was endorsed by the Arab 
League in 1965,” he added. 

The joumaligts’ p e rfor mance 
should also be rdated to tee 
political and social dimam pie- 
vaffing in Jordan and serve tee 
higher interests of the country. - 
When this is achieved, balance 
between tee freedom of the press 
and tee responsibility of- the. 
pren would be achieved, he sahL 
The minister said that the In- 
ternational Day for tee Freedom 
of tire Press is^ “a dear occasion to 
every hnman being who had any 
role in joumaKsm.” 

Therefore, this day is consi- 
dered tee day forte freedom of 


tbe human being xml not only . 
tbe freedom of tee press because 
the press is the mouthpiece of the 
people and the minor of the 
social reality and tee weapon of 
the wok in te face of the strong 
and tee weapon of tee minorities 
in the face of the majority. When 
we celebrate te freedom of te 
press we celebrate human rights, 
dignity mid freedom,” te minis- 
ter said. 

Mr. Sharif expressed hope teat 
press freedom wiD be enhanced 
rad tfapt journafists will realise: 

. their responsibilities more and 
ibore, and noted that 8 new • 
nubUcatkns law is in the offing. 
This law, he said, "is a liberal law 
■ which will give wider horizons to • 
press freedom and wiH make it 
shoulder more burdens.” 

Senator Jum’a Hammed, who ■ 
is a retired editor and publisher, 
ggjrl that the Jordanian p r ess is a 
dear evidence of democratic 


changes and of freedom. 

He told Petra that te local 
press achieved significant 
progress in pubSshing contradict- 
ing views and thoughts, but still it 
should do more in tins regard. 
Sen. Hammad said that to 

r an tee te independence and 
objectivity of the press its 
independence in terms of financ- 
ing should be ensured. "Thfc 
naturally prompts us to call for 
brin g in g to an end government 
shareholding and partnenhq> in 
newspapers,” he said. 

Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) President Hashem 
Khreisat, chief editor of Sawt Al 
Shaab Arabic daily, affirmed 
that the freedom of te press is 
an essential bash in the demoora- 

■ tisatioo process. 

In Jordan, te press is en- 
joying a reasonable margin of 
freedom since it is still in the 
'beginning of te democratuation 


process, he said, adding that it 
can be given momentum by te 
new pubticatkms law, which is 
expected to be approved by te 
Lower House of Pariiameut in its 
coming extraordinary session. 

"This law will allow the pub* 
lication of new newspapers rep- 
resenting various political affilia- 
tions, particularly after tbe poii- 
tkal parties law is approved,” 
Mr. Khreisat told Petra. 

“The JPA deals with te free- 
dom of the press through its role 
in organising joumafism' as a 
profession and in protecting 

jnw maKgftc and Awning fhft main 
principles which govern practise 
mg te profession,” Mr. Khreisat 
arid. "In this way te JPA law is 

E d loform, along with te 
tions law, the needed 
oik for press freedom,” 
he said. 

Mr. Khreisat noted (bat the 
■ association referred to the gov*. 


eminent amendments to the JPA 
law three years ago and said dial 
be hoped that the law will be 
discussed at the same time with 
te publications law so that they f 
would be complementary to ea*h 
other in or ganising the work of 
the press and safeguarding its 
freedom. 

Renowned Jordanian coh* 
mnntst Taieq Masarweh nirf tibot 
to a certain extent te Jor danian 

press was nor up io the standards 
before the start of te democra- 
tetion process and te repeal of 
martial law. 

Mr. Masarweh said that 
although Jordan was never a 
country of repression and vio- 
kty oy the authorities despite 
some exceptions, journalists are 
still not qualified to work with' 
the press of freedom and demo- 
cracy. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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U.N. trying to gear up for 
return of Afghan refugees 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Despite 
international pressure to return 
to their war-ravaged homeland, 
exiled Afghans living in squalor 
in Pakistan face a “major mess” if 
they do so all at once, a U.N. 
refugee official says. 

“We're talking about a country 
that is devastated," said Pierce 
Gerety, the deputy chief of mis- 
sion in Pakistan for the U.N. 


daunting task of charting the re- 
fugees return home. 

The problems are enormous. 

Many refugees have little to 
look forward to. 

More than a decade of constant 
bombardment by ousted Presi- 
dent Najibullah's warplanes has 
reduced entire villages to rubble. 
Giant tracts of forest were in- 
cinerated. 


High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNF — 


JNHCR). 

“If one milli on refugees by to 
return next month there would be 
a major mess." 

The UNHCR and Benon 
Sevan, the U.N. secretary-gener- 
al's personal representative in 
Pakistan, are shouldering the 


Millions of landmines litter the 
countryside. 

The reminders of the 14-year 
war between insurgents and suc- 
cessive governments in Afghanis- 
tan are everywhere. 

Once lush fields are now par- 
ched wastelands, kilometres of 
canals have rotted away from 


Israelis compare U.S. 
riots with intifada 


TEL AVTV (AP) — “Intifada in 
Los Angeles," headlined Israel's 
largest newspaper Sunday, join- 
ing others in drawing parallels 
between the American riots and 
the Palestinian uprising. 

The Yedioth Ah ro noth de- 
voted its first nine pages to re- 
ports from Los Angeles, domin- 
ated with photographs all too 
closely resembling the violent 
scenes of the intifada, now in its 
52nd month. 

“We have no trace of glee in 
our heart to witness the pictures 
of honor that are coming to us 
live from Los Angeles,” 
Yedioth’s editorial said. 

“But despite the differences, it 
is hard to resist the temptation to 
see the comparison between the 
intefadeh here and the black re- 
volt there," the paper said. 

It said the common denomina- 
tor is “they are provoking people 
in despair who feel they have 
nothing to lose.” 

Hatzofe, a pro-government re- 
ligious daily, used the riots to 
defend Israel. Its editorial noted 
U.S. authorities used might to 
quell the riots and added those 
criticising Israel's treatment o' 
Palestinians should “first ex- 
amine their own behaviour in 
these circumstances.” 

Tens of thousands of Israelis 
live in the Los Angeles area, and 
state-owned radio and television 


gave detailed reports of the situa- 
tion there. One newspaper 
showed Israelis who are mer- 
chants in Los Angeles armed to 
protect their shops. 

Avner Rosen bloom, an Israeli 
resident of Los Angeles, told 
Israel Radio that although many 
expatriate Israelis felt safer in the 
Jewish state, despite the intifada, 
they would remain in America for 
economic reasons. 

An editorial cartoon in Sun- 
day's Maariv newspaper showed 
Israelis leaving the smoke and 
flames of the intifada for Los 
Angeles, now smothered in 
smoke and flames. 

Not everyone saw the resembl- 
ance. Saver Plotzker, a columnist 
in Maariv, said it “was not a 
national revolt, not a social rebel- 
lion, not a political or racial 
uprising. It was hooliganism." 

But the Arabic-language A] 
Nahar newspaper in Arab East 
Jerusalem said blacks in Los 
Angeles were rebelling against 
social and racial injustices, railing 
the riots “another chapter of the 
war like in Lebanon or South 
Africa." 

The daily criticised the United 
Stales for dealing with human rights 
“using different criteria, accord- 
ing to nationality, religion and 
colour. What is happening in Los 
Angeles is proof that human 
rights should be inseparable.” 


neglect In orchards that once 
produced mountains of fruit for 
export — a major source of fore- 
ign revenue for the impoverished 
nation — are now filled with 
shrivelled little fruit trees. 

“The real question is the 
money,” said Peter Schmitz, poli- 
tical affairs officer in Mr. Sevan's 
office in Islamabad. 

As early as 1988, the U.N. 
began gearing up for the return of 
exiled Afghans with a programme 
called Operation Salam. 

Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan; 
the planner of Operation Salam, 
appealed for S1.2 billion. The 
U.N. expected refugees to begin 
heading home almost immediate- 
ly after Moscow withdrew its esti- 
mated 115,000 soldiers from 
Afghanistan in February 1989. 

Sot most refugees refused to 
return. They demanded the re- 
moval of Moscow's ally. Presi- 
dent Najibullah, from power. 

Mr. Najibullah stayed for 
another' three years. 

In early April, just as Mr. 
Sevan seemed poised ro strike a 
deal between Afghanistan's war- 
ring factions, Mujahedeen rebels 
launched a rapid-fire assault on 
Mr. Ntyibullah’s forces. 

Events quickly tumbled out of 
control and on April 16 Mr. 
Najibullah surrendered power. 

The war was over. The price 
had been heavy. Two million 
Af ghans were dead, another five 
million refugees in Iran and 
P akistan and another two million 
refugees in their own homeland. 

Now U.N. officials say they 
want to finish a job they began 
almost four years ago — sending 
refugees home. 

Critics of Operation Salam say 
it has a lot of bureaucratic bag- 
to unload before it ran begin 


Mr. Sevan bas replaced Sadrud- 
dio. He said he has streamlined 
his operation. 

But the international commun- 
ity is reluctant to donate. 

Japan froze its contribution of 
$46 million to Operation Salam 
nearly two years ago when re- 
fugees refused to go home. 

Washington pledged $50 mil- 
lion. Over the course of the war 
the United States spent billions of 
dollars on weapons for their Mu- 
jahedeen allies. Both Washington 
and Moscow stopped" arming 
their respective clients last Jan. 1 . 
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Algeria 
says calm 
returning 
but warns 
of attacks 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria, 
shaken this year by Muslim 
fundam entalist unrest, said 


Saturday that calm was re- 
nting but 


turning but warned of further 
attacks by “agitators” on 
security forces. 

Id a statement published 
only hours after a paramilit- 
ary gendarme was shot and 
seriously wounded in Boufar- 
ik on the outskirts of Algiers, 
the Interior Ministry prom- 
ised an “implacable straggle 
against terrorism and ban- 
dray.” 

The ministry said it had 
become evident that tension 
was waning, but added: it 

is precisely this moment that 
agitators and adventurers ... 
have chosen to perpetrate cri- 
minal acts, aimed particularly 
at elements of the security 
services.” 

Some 50 security force 
members have been killed in 
isolated attacks and 
ambushes since mid-Febru- 
ary when a state of emergen- 
cy ended street demonstra- 
tions dining which 103 people 
died. 

‘These terrorist acts have 
provoked indignation and are 
condemned by everyone," 
the ministry said. 

The gendarme was given 
emergency treatment in a loc- 
al hospital and later transfer- 
red to a military hospital in 
the capital, Algiers Radio 
said. 

Unrest erupted after the 
army-backed authorities can- 
celled a general election 
which the fundamentalist Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS ) 
was poised to win. 

Earlier this week, the sup- 
reme court upheld an order 
outlawing the FIS. 


Ex-general detained 


A retired Algerian arnng 


general was charged wi 
misuse of state funds and 
ordered held in custody on 
Saturday, Algerian Radio 
said. 

'.General Mostefa Beloucif, 
the first 'Algerian officer 
promoted to the rank of ma~ 
jofigenerar,' appeafeti before 
a military tribunal in Biida, 
50 kilometres south of 


Aimers. 


radio, quoting sources 
close to the court bearing, 
said Gen. Beloucif was 
ordered detained. 

On Monday the indepen- 
dent newspaper Al Watan 
said a 1989 military inquiry 
had issued a report on the 
mismanagement or misuse of 
more than 37 million French 
francs ($6.6 million at current 
exchange rates). 

Gen. Beloucif was dismis- 
sed in 1987 from the Defence 
Ministry, where he was 
secretary-general. 


Arab parties to present 
united list in Israeli poll 


A UNITED ARAB fist to run in 
the elections was agreed at a 
round-table meeting of Israeli-' 
Arab leaders in Shfaram Satur- 


ex- 


pressed by some of the parties. 

The Progressive List, however, 
asked for a further two days 
before announcing its decision. 

Under the compromise put for- 
ward by Ibrahim Nimr Hussein, 
chairman of the forum of Arab 
Council Heads, tire list is to be 
headed by Member of Knesset 
(MK) Abdul Wahab Darawshe, 
with Progressive List MK 
Mohammed Miari in the second 
slot. 

The third position is to be filled 
by Kafr- Manda local council 
chairman Mohammed Zeddan, 
who is also spokesman for the 
Arab Mayors’ Forum. 

The fourth slot, under the com- 
promise, is to go to a member erf 
Darawshe’s Arab Democratic 
Party, Taleb el-Sana, from the 
Negev, fifth spot to a Progressive 
List candidate and sixth to 
another from the Arab Democra- 
tic Party. 

Under the compromise, there 
will be a rotation between the 
sixth and third places, should the 
list win less than six seats. 

Darawshe told tire Jerusalem 
Post last night that his party had 
accepted the compromise for the 
sake of unity in the Arab sector. 

The coordinating committee 
h eaded by Nimr Hussein, said it 
would announce that any party 


rejecting- the compromise is 
opposed to Arab unity. 

The Democratic Front for 

Peace and Equality is pressing for 
a number of “ultra” right-wing 
parties, mehufin g a Kach splinter 
group and Mbledet, to be banned 
from fumting in the election. 

A request to tins effect was 
submitted Friday by DFPE to the 
chairman of the central elections 
committee. 

DFPF dang? the lists, as well 
as those ofShmuel Flatto-Sharon 
and the Temple Mount Faithful, 
contravene the “racism” law be- 
cause of “racist” platforms, dec- 
larations and deeds. 

Molcdet MK Rehavan Ze’evi 
said DFPE had a problem be- 
cause the party did not recognize 
Isra el as a Jewish state. 

DFPE spokesman Ua Bur- 
stein flatly rejected Ze’evi’s 
allegations, noting that the par- 
ty’s manifesto called for. the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state alongside IsraeL 

The Co mmunis t-led DFPE was 
the only party to or gani ze events 
to mark May 1, sta g in g parades 
and tallies in Tel Aviv, Nazareth 
and Kafr Yasif in the Galilee on 
Friday. 

At the Nazareth rally, attended 
by several thousand people. 
Mayor Tewfik Zaad called on the 
parties of MK Abdul Wahab 
Darawshe and MK Mohammad 
Miari to form a united fist to 
“avoid splitting the Arab vote 
into too many fragments. 


Extremist violence said 
going up in Egypt 


CAIRO (AP) — Clashes be- 
tween extremists and security 
forces continued to claim its 
death toll. A soldier was killed 
and an officer hospitalised Satur- 
day in southern Egypt. 

Security officials said the latest - 
dash, in Etna, a town in tire 
southern province of Qena, be- 
gan when policeman Abdul Zah- 
er Mostafa Omran and Second 
Leiutenant Abdul Moneim 
Ahmad tried to arrest suspects in 
the killing of a fellow policeman, 
Mukhtar Ahmad Mohammad. 

The officials who declined to 
be named, said Saturday’s victims 
were among a larger force which 
used loudspeakers to 'order the 
suspects to give themselves up at 
their hideout in an extremists 
stronghold area at Esna. 

“But they refused and ex- 
changed fire with the police 
force,” one official said. 

He said three suspects in the 
killing of Mr. Mohammad were 
arrested. 

Clashes between the two sides 
Friday in a Cairo district left one 
child dead and seven policemen 
and Muslim extremists injured. 

About 30 extremists were 
arrested,- the officials said, adtfing 
that three policemen were among 
the injured. 

Karema Mukhtar Mohammad, 
a nine-year-old girl, was standing 
at the outer door of her home 
when die was downed by a bullet. 


the officials said. 

They said the Friday clashes 
began when police used teargas 
to end a sit-in strike staged in Al 
Ikhlafi Mosque in Imbaba district 
by about 500 Muslim extremists 
shouting anti-government slogans 
following Friday noon prayers. 

The extremists came out hurl- 
ing firebombs and dashed with 
police, using stones, chains 'and 
sticks. 

By nightfall, the situation in 
the densely populated area, was 
calm but tense with police .forces 
ringing the district and calhng on 
reridents to stay Indoors. 

A Muslim extremist was ItiDed 
and two policemen were wound- 
ed in anritiar dashes in the area 
and southern Egypt Wednesday. 

The Cairo district saw several 
dashes between Muslim extrem- 
ists and Christian Copts in the 
past few month. 

According to Interior Monster 
Abdul Halim Musa, foe Wednes- 
day inddent was sparked by Mus- 
lim extremists who stoned a Cop- 
tic Church of the Archangel 
Michael, then turned on an arriv- 
ing police car. A man tried to 
disarm its commander, Buriuum 
Abubakr, who opened fire on the 
bearded attackers. Mohammad 
AK, 22, was killed. 

The church was not damaged, 
Mr. Musa said, and a number of 
suspects were arrested. Major 
Burhami was slightly injured. 


Lonrho defends Libya dealings 


LONDON (R) — The chief ex- 
of British-t 

to-hotel conglomerate Lonrno pi 


ecutive 


-based 


ea munng- 
Lonrhoptc 
has defended his business deal- 
wrth Libya and said sanctions 
ly ended up hurting the honest. 
Writing in Sunday's Observer 
newspaper, which Lonrho owns, 
Roland “Tiny” Rowland said he 
met Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi Last week and found his 
views “weren’t unreasonable.” 
He seemed very concerned 
and logical over being on bad 
terms with the only superpower 
in the world, the United States,” 
Mr. Rowland said. 

The United Nations imposed 
sanctions against Libya last 
month after It failed to hand over 
two Libyans accused of bombing 
a Pan Am airliner over Lodter- 
bie, Scotland, in 1988, killing 270 


people. 

Mr. Rowland said he was asked 
to convey to Colonel Qadhafi the 
worries of some British com- 
panies which were completing de- 
liveries of goods to Libya and 
were concerned about the effect 
of sanctions on their contract s 
and payment from Libya. 

“Many British companies deal 
with Libya through Malta and by 
similar opaque arrangements, ' 
he said. 


eluding the possible part sale of 
Lonrho’s North American Prin- 


cess hotel chain to Libya. 

Lonrho has dismissed specula- 
tion that the United States might 
blacklist it and freeze its assets. 


Lonrho last month announced 
a £177.5 million pound ($314 
million) sale of a one-third stake 
in the British-based Metropole 


Mr. Rdwland criticised Bri- 
tain’s past relations with Litya 
and the effectiveness of imposing 
sanctions. 

“In my own experience in 
Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), sanc- 
tions only hurt foe honest and 
trained the crooked to evade 
them,” he said. 


Hotel group to Libya. 
; FinancL 


The Financial limes newspap- 
er said last week that U.S. au- 
thorities were investigating Lon- 
rho’s dealings with Tripoli 


He; 

eminent dosed its eyes to evasion 
of sandicra whenever it liked and 
specifically allowed oil giants 
such as Shell and British Pet- 
roleum to supply the Rhodesian 
government. 


MUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt, Sudan to discuss border dispute 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and Sudan have agreed to hold talks m Cairo 
at the end of the month to try ro settle a border dispute, a senior 
Sudanese official said on Sunday. Aii Mohammad Othman, firt 
under-secretary at the Foreign Ministry', predicted a settlement 
over tiie Halaib border zone would involve lengthy negotiations. 
Tf we want to reach a solution, we must address tire issue 
objectively '... we hope we can reach a solution without resenting to 
international arbitration or bringing in a third party,” Mr. Othman 
told Reuters before leaving Cairo. He said the committee had 
postponed its meeting from April to settle a number of details. The 
dispute resurfaced in December when Sudan gave a concession, to a 
Canadian company to search for oil in the border area. Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, in his strongest remarks on foe disputed 
triangle, said last month that Cairo would not abandon “a single 
grain of sand” of Halaib. An Egyptian team beaded ^Presidential 
advisor Osama Al Baz reported progress on its return in March 
from ftilfa in Khartoum, overcoming a major hnrdle to improving a 
relationship soured by a Sudanese support for Iraq during the Gulf 
crisis. 


Israeli defence minister visits birthplace 


VILNIUS, Lithuania (R) — Israeli Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
cm Saturday visited his birthplace in Lithuania after receiving 
assurances from government ministers that war »~i hninuk would 
find no sanctuary in the Baltic state. Mr. Arens toured Kaunas, 
Lithuania’s second city, where he spent the first 18 months of his 
life. His family emigrated to Palestine in 1939, a -year before 
Lithuania came under Soviet control. Mr. Arens, accompanied by 
his wife and two daughters, visited sites connected with foe Wazi 
killings. Lithuanian Defence Minister Audrius Butkevkaus fold Mr. 
Anms in Vilmris on Friday that no effort would be spared to expose 
and punish anyone responsible for crimes against Jews. Jewish 
groups ray collaborators in all three Baltic states — Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania — helped the Nazis to deport and kill Jews during 
German occupation of foe three republics. “For good relations 
between our countries we must cleanse all unpleasant things from 
oar history,” Mr. Butkevidus said. “For those Utfamimans who 
commited crimes against the Jewish nation in Lithuania, there is no 
statute of limitations. If there is a single person who co mmitte d 
crimes against the Jewish people and if we find out he has been 
rehabilitated we shall rescind it” Western news reports alleged last 
year that newly-independent Lithuania had adopted measures 
tantamount to pardoning war criminals. The repubtic’s leader 
denied the charge and said no war criminals would go unpunished. 


Ozal’s prostate removed 


HOUSTON (AF) — Turgut Ozal, president of Turkey, underwent 
surgery for prostate cancer on Saturday. Dr. Peter Scanfino, 
chief of urology at the Methodist Hospital, removed Mr. OzaJ's 
prostate gland and nearby lymph nodes in a 2-hoar operation. Mr. 
Ozal, 64, was expected to remain in the hospital about a week 
convalescing, Scardmo said. ‘Tin pleased to report that everything 
went fine with the operation. We found no im expected problems. 
The operation went smoothly, and he’s doing very welt” he said. A 
small, malignant tumour was found in Mr. Ozal’s prostate gland 
iring outpatient tests at the hospital on April 22. Dr. Scardmo 
said Saturday that the tumour measured about two centimetres in 
diameter. The tumour was believed to be contained to tire pro state 
and showed no signs of spreading, he said. However, all the excised 
tissue was sent to a pathologist for analysis to determine whether 
Mr. Ozal will require any additional cancer treatment. Tests remits 
should be complete within about a week. Dr. Scatdmo.safcL “At 
this point, it looks we’ve removed all the tnmonr that we can see. 
But obviously, that final decision about any further therapy would , 
await final pathology; reports,” the surgeon said. Mr. Oral was 
expected to remain in Houston for about two weeks., Fhfl recovery 
usually takes four to six weeks~Ur. Scanfino said. 


French minister lauds Morocco’s progress 


RABAT (R) — French European Affairs Minister Elizabeth 
Guigou praised Morocco on Saturday for its economic progress and 
said there were no insuperable obstacles to its achieving a new 
partnership with foe European Community (EC). “Morocco’s 
economic performance is very remarkable. There has been con- 
siderable recovery which is appreciated by EC members,” Mr. 
Guigou told a news conference. After what she described as useful 
talks with Moroccan cabinet ministers, foe said there “no unsur- 
moun table difficulties” in the way of achieving a special rela- 
tionship or partnership. The EC has offered to negotiate a 
partnership with Morocco . leading eventually to a free trade zone. 
Exploratory talks are foie to begin in Rabat next Thursday. 
Morocco’s relations with the community were soured earlier thus 
year when the European Parliament, citing human rights abuses, 
refused to grant a financial aid package worth $600 mflfion. Ms. 
Guigou said the parliament's rejection was “a very regrettable 
inddent, a painful episode for you (the Moroccans) and I think it 
can be transcended” 


Mubarak meets Amnesty secretary general 


CAIRO (AP) — A senior Amnesty International official, whose 
organisation has accused Egypt of routinely torturing prisoners, 
met Sunday with President Hosni Mubarak. “Part cf the purpose 
of this visit is to ensure that we get further information about cases 
that we have been raising with the authorities," Ian Martin, 
secretary general of tlx: London-based human rights organisation, 
told reporters after the meeting. Asked what Mr. Mubarak’s 
response was, Mr. Martin said that the Egyptian president 
conditionally promised to cooperate with Amnesty International. 
“Fust of all, Mu barak stressed that as king as Amnesty Interna- 
tional acted fairly and operated as the non-political organisation 
that it is, there is no reason why its members in Egypt cannot work. 
“Secondly, the law must be respected in Egypt. So cases we are 
concerned about, we will pursue with the minister of interior,” Mr. 
Martin said. Interior Minister -Abdnl Halim Musa attended the 
meeting. He told reporters Mr. Martin “has c o me to us with 
information and we wfl] respond to it." Neither officials went into 
details about the information exchanged during the meeting. In its 
1991 report. Amnesty International said that Egypt's security 
apparatus routinely tortured prisoners with electric shocks, beat- 
ings and other forms of abuse. 
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PROGRAMME TWO 

1*18 lainidnanmunT 

19J6 .. 
19:15 .. 
19-38 .. 
2840 .. 


20tf» .. 


21:18 .. 


2248 .. 


22:20 .. 



PRAYER TIMES 

M:22 .. 


05:47 .. 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nmieth Chsreh Sadfich 
Td. 810740 

AumbBia of God Ohm*, Td. 

632785- 


TeL 625383, Td. 

628543. 

AiflMataa CittuBc Qmrck TeL 

771331. 

TeL 

775261. 

Syria OrtfNdox Cteth TeL 771751. 
Anna Intern ai l n al Chare* TeL 

685326. 

Bwj p J h ri Latham Chareh Td: 

SUMS. 

The Qvchrf Jam Chris sfLtttr- 
Dv Satan Td. 823824. 654932. 
Oar* of Nazarae Td. 675691. 


SL jMqpb Qtareh Td. 624590. 
Chorcfe at Che AnmmctatieQ 

63744a 

D* ta Safe GhanA Tel. 661757 
T ure e n Chan* TeU 622366 
Charth at the 
623541. 


TeL 


TeL 


B alh^ns uppBedbyibe Department of 
Meteorology, 

li wfll be tajr and winds wffl be 
north* ratwiy moderate. In Aqaba, h 
will be daty at times, and wadi wffl be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

MxoJMax. temp. 

Amman 13/28 

Aqaba 20/35 

D«ri* 11/32 

Jordan Vafley 15/34 

Yesterday's hsgb uaperatmes; Am- 
man 28, Aqaba 35 . Hmnk&ty tradings: 
A mman 2l per cent, Aqaba 18 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TCUBPHOIVE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Nabawi ....693925 

Dr. Add Dabdoub 612177 

Dr. Abdid AzizTabotu 783708 

Dr. WadKbaitabed 665917 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Ferdom pharmacy ......778336 

AIAaema pharmacy 637055 

Nahoukh pharmacy — ..... — 623672 
Al Sritm pharm a cy 636730 

Yaooob pharmacy 644945 

S hmetanl pharmacy 637660 

1RB1D: 

Dr. Ahmad AlHayek ... (— ) 

Al Shares’ pharmacy .... 275825 

ZAKQA: 

Dt.WaBdHdan (—) 

KhaEfcb pharmacy 98S417 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvfl Defence Department ...... 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue. 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police ..... 192,621111,637777 

Fin Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic FnEoe 896390 

Pabfie Security DcpKtseac 630321 
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Radio Jordan — 774111 
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Ekctnc Power 
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RJ FEgbt Information ........ 08-13200 

Queen Aha IntL Airport. 08-53200 

hospitals 

AMMAN: 

Hnsxfo Medical Centre 813813/32 
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Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 
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Amy, Mmta 8916U/1S 


QooenABa Hospital 602240/30 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital .. 


foe. 1 

Al LBkma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

rank 

Princess Banna Hospital „ 

Greek Carbolic Houitai 
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Princess Haya Hospital .... <03)314111 
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Home News 

National conference on 
children opens today 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — 1 Jordan is 
today orgamsing a national con- 
ference under the patronage of 
H» Majesty King Hussein and 
Her Majesty Queen Noor in 
.order to look into means of im- 
ptementing a declaration adopted 
by tins World Summit for Qril- 
Aen wbjdb .was organised by the 
United Nations in New York in 
September of 1990. 

To help implement the recom- 
mendations of the summit, in 
which Jordan was represented, at 
least 140 qxtialists concerned 
'with children’s affairs and repre- 
senting the private and public 
sectors, of Jordan will hold two- 
day deliberations on related mat- 
ters, according to Hussein Sha- 
hatreh from the Minis try of Plan- 
ning which is organising the con- 
ference at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC) in Amman. 

The two-day meeting is in the 
coarse of responding to die dec- 
laration which provided measures 


for the protection and safe 
growth of children and a working 
plan for the 1990s, said Mr. Sha- 
haireh. He said in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
that die participants will review 
five working papers dealing with 
matters of education, health, cul- 
ture, information and the en- 
viomment and will examine a 
general framework of a national 
child strategy governing all mat- 
ters related to children to be 
incorporated into the future 
national socio-economic plans, 

Mr. Shahatreh said that obsta- 
cles impeding work aimed at pro- 
tecting children and ensuring 
their safe growth will be ex- 
amined by the partic i pa n t s who 
represent universities, research 
centres and UJi. agencies oper- 
ating in Jordan along with con- 
cerned people from the public 
and private sectors in Jordan. 

The conference, the first of its 
kind in Jordan, is being organised 


in cooperation with die United 
Nation s Children’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF) and the projected strategy 
on children anil direct all child- 
related work in Jordan, said Mr. 
Shahatreh. 

Queen Noor led the Jordanian 
delegation to the 1990 summit in 
New York which produced the 
declaration on child survival, pro- 
tection and development, he 
pointed ouL 

The summit adopted a broad 
series of goals to be implemented 
in the present decade. The goals 
included a reduction by one half 
of die under age of five mortality 
rate, halving maternal mortality, 
providing basic education to all 
children and eradicating polio by 
1995; making family planning ser- 
vices accessible to all couples is 
another aim to be implemented. 

According to Mr. Shahatreh, 
King Hussein will deliver an 
address to the conference. 


Court clears officials involved 
in Abu Nseir housing project case 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An unpre- 
cedented criminal case in 
which at least two former 
prime ministers and seven ex- 
ministers figured as witnesses 
has come to a dose with the 
acquittal of former Housing 
Corporation Director-General 
Shafiq Zawaideh and two 
other co-defendants. 

The Court of First Instance, 
acting in its capacity as a cri- 
minal court, Thursday cleared 
Mr. Zawaideh of charges of 
“misuse of public office” and 
“causing loses to the national 
budget” in a lawsuit ste mmin g 
from the Housing Corpora- 
tion’s 1965 take-over of the 
Abu Nseir bousing project 
from its defaulting original 
contractors. 

Also acquitted were sub- 
contractor Abbas Nabuki and 
associate Michel Atrash who 
■were accused of “abetting mis- 
use of publifc office.” The court 
also dropped forgery charges 
against Mr. Nabuki anti-Mr-.- - 
Atrash since the law of statute 
had expired, lawyers said. The 
court, presided over by Judge 
‘Eld A1 Lawzi, ruled as 
groundless the charge that the 
Housing Corporation’s take- 
over of the Abu Nseir project 
was illegal, said lawyer Taher 
Hflrmat, who represented Mr. 
Zawaideh. 

The Housing Corporation, 
which had originally given a JD 
24 million contract to Sogex 
S.A, a Channel Island-based 
company, to build the Abu 
Nseir housing complex, 
assumed responsibilities for 
the project after the company 
failed' to fulfil its contractual 
obligations. Subsequently, by 
the time the corporation com- 
pleted the pro jiwt, the total 
cost went up by around JD 9 
ynilH on — a figure disputed by 


the defence, winch argues that 
the actual increase was less 
than JD 4 million. 

‘‘There was no alternative 
for the corpo ra tion other than 
to take over the project and 
complete it at extra cost,” said 
Mr. Hxkmai in explaining the 
defence stand in the case. “We 
proved this in court and thus 
the charges were found 
groundless,” he told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

(Another court verdict, 
made last month, ordered 
Sogex to pay dose to JD 15 
milH nn to the Jordanian treas- 
ury since the company was 
found to have faded in its 
contractual obligations. 
However, the company is now 
defunct and legal experts 
.doubt whether Jordan wo old 
ever be able to collect). 

The second charge — of 
“causing losses to the treas- 
ury” — in the case against Mr. 
Zawaideh was related to cus- 
toms exemption extended to 
-certam ■building materials that 
were imported by contractor 
Nabulsi. .......... . -i- 

The -defence conceded that 
the Ministry of Housing and 
Public Works had granted cus- 
toms exemption few the mate- 
rial, bat the order was original- 
ly made by Mr. Zawaideh’s 
predecessor. 

According to Mr. HSanat, 
“the exemption was not ex- 
tended by Mr. Zawaideh, who 
had in feet insisted that cus- 
toms duties be charged on the 
material.” 

The case was based on a 
“letter that was routinely 
handled by junior level offi- 
ciate as part tf tiw bureaucratic 
process,” the lawyer said. 

The argument of Mr. Nabcti- 
si, the contractor, was that the 
customs exemption issue was 
more of a contractual dispate 
than anything else. 

When the case surfaced in 


mid-1990, it was reported that 
part of the customs-exempted 
material intended for the Abu 
Nseir project — central heat- 
ing radiators — had found its 
way to the local market while 
locally made radiators — 
which were much cheaper in 
cost — were used in the pro- 
ject. 

The forgery charges against 
Mr. Nabuki and Mr. Atrash 
related to certain vouchers and 
papers, but the court rejected 
the case on grounds that the 
statute limit of three years had 
passed since the date when the 
prosecution charged that the 
crime was committed. 

The verdicts are appealable, 
but it was not immediately 
known whether the prosecu- 
tion intended to exercise that 
option. 

Among tire 40 or so witnes- 
ses who testified in court in the 
64 hearings of the case were 
former prime ministers Zaid 
Rifoi and Ahmad Obeidal as 
well as seven other former 
ministers who were in office 
for various periods related to 
the execution and completion 
of the project. 

The case was referred to the 
Court of First Instance by the 
Lower House of Parliament, 
which found that although Mr. 
Zawaideh had served as minis- 
ter, the charges against him 
were related to his tenure as 
head of the Housing Corpora- 
tion rather than minister. 
According to the Constitution, 
any minister, serving or for- 
mer, can be tried only by a 
special court. 

At least three other former 
ministers are believed to have 
been named in the Abu Nseir 
affair. It was not immediately 
dear what impact the verdict 
by the Court of First Instance 
would have on farther par- 
liamentary action in the case. 



TRAINING PROGRAMME CONCLUDES — 

A regional (rafarfng programme oh hospital mferi- 
uktration conchxted here Sunday. Taking part in 
the programme, which was organised by the 
Uni v ersity o t Jordan and the Arab Fund for 
and Social Development, were 15 
trainees from Jordan, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia, 
Sudan, Bahrain, Palestine, Oman, Lebanon, 
Mauritania aodDjlbooii. Addressing foe dosing 


session, Dean of the Facility of Economy and 
Adnrfnfctrative Sciences Shafiq Utoura stressed 
the importance of Arab nwetfap, saying that they 
have positive reflections on fatoc generations. 
Participants received training on health systems. 


char ac te ristics of bospMate, 

formation systems and their nde in 
of health 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Exhibition of sewn artists from the occupied 
territories — Tapster Batnfcat, SaUman 
Mansovr, Nabfl Anani, Vera Tamari, Jawad 
AIMaBri, Ya’codb A1 Kurd and Khafil Rabah 
— at Abdul g a m ecd Shaman Fo undation 
Ga&ery — 10 aJU.-5 pjb. 

* Art eshfoitioo by Iraqi artist Hnzem A1 Basta- 
rd at foe goosing Bank Gallery. 


* Exhibition of aca^tme % fcaqi artists JaUAI 
Zrihabl and Amatid Al fiBzha at Balathia Art 1 
C a flery , Gardens Street 

☆ Spring piMbWon of Baal BamM* and foe 
Jordan River derigns at foe Hqj Hasan Estate, 
Abdnm VaBcy Read. 

* Photography exhthitfon, entitled “Aronnd the 
World: People and Things,” by Jacqueline 
Vandervdde at foe British CoondL 


Prince Hassan, Princess 
Sarvath to lead MAP walk 

AMMAN (J.T.) — At least 5,000 near Marka, east of Amman. Tbe 
people led by PCs Royal Highness centre was funded with JD 47,000 
Crown Prince Hassan and Her as a contirbntion from the Cana- 
Royal Highness Princess Sarvath dian government and the rest 
will walk a distance of 16 from Jordanian atizens’ contribu- 
kilometres on Friday. May 8 to dons, with the major part coming 
raise funds to finance charity from the Abdul Hamid Sboraan 
work by MAP (Medical Aid for Foundation. 

Palestinians), according to Nadia 


AI Alarm, MAP secretary gener- 
al. 

Mrs. Alami said that the pro- 
ceeds of the sponsored walk 
together with foe charity dinner 
on May 10 and the lottery on May 
6 will benefit medical projects 
and programmes in occupied 
Palestine, Lebanon and Jordan. 

Last year, 4,000 people partici- 
pated in the walk and MAP 
raised JD 284,000 and this year. 
MAP expects to raise no less a 
sum than that of last year, said 
Mrs. Alami. 

Sbe told the Jordan Times that 
the walk will proceed from the Al 
Hussein Youth City and end up at 
the Jubeiha recreational centre 
and that people of all ages and 
various social background, are 
expected to participate. 

On Thursday, she said, there 
will be an official inauguration of 
a health centre established by 
MAP at tbe Hittin refugee camp 


According to Mrs. Alami. 
MAP plans to open other centres 
In various Palestinian refugee 
camps around the country. Mrs. 
Alami said that the centre, which 
has already started operations, 
has been offering medical ser- 
vices to almost 1,000 people a 
month. 

MAP, which was established in 
1987 has been cooperating with 
other organisations and helping 
to finance 52 projects in the 
occupied territories, according to 
Mis. Alami. 

The London-based MAP be- 
gan its work in tbe region shortly 
after 1987, following the start of 
tbe intifada in the occupied Arab 
territories. 

In addition to the 52 medical 
pro j eats in the occupied territor- 
ies, MAP has established mobile 
clinics in villages which would 
otherwise have no health ser- 
vices. 


TCC concludes JD 1.65 m 
deal with Philips 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Telecom- 
munications Corporation (TCC) 
has concluded a deal with the 
international Philips Company to 
provide and festal) switching and 
transmission equipment and re- 
lated systems at Maan, Wadi 
Mousa and Sbobak in southern 
Jordan at the overall cost of 
JD1.65 million, according to an 
announcement by TCC Director 
Genera] Ahmad Nawawi. 

Under the terms of the deal, 
the .Philips firm will provide on- 
the-job training to local techni- 
cians and engineers on operating 
the systems and higher training 
for 13 TCC engineers in the 
Netherlands and other European 
countries and Canada where the 
switching and transmission equip- 
ment is being manufactured, Mr. 
Nawawi said in a statement to foe 
Jordan Times. , 

He said that the whole project, 
indnding! the - .cavil works- and 
various buildings at Wadi Mousa, 
Sbobak and Maan, phis the Phi- 
lips firm equipment were ex- 
pected to come op to JD 3.5 


million. 

Philips will take nearly a year 
to install the equipment and train 
all -the technicians and the en- 
gineers, but the civil works and 
buil dings will be completed be- 
fore the end of 1992, said Mr. 
Nawawi. Once the new digital 
system has been installed to re- 
place the old mechanical system, 
the three regions in tbe south will 
have a total of 4,440 telephone 
channels which wifi be linked to 
the main backbone system of tbe 
TCC. thereby providing better 
and more reliable facilities, said 
Mr. Nawawi. 

Asked about the new system of 
collecting bills from telephone 
subscribers, Mr. Nawawi said 
that as of June this year, subscri- 
bers will be allowed one month 
from the date of issuing tbe bills 
to settle their dues, otherwise the 
TOC will resort to suspending 
telephone services reaching 
homes or businesses without any 
warning. Mr. Nawawi said that 
sufficient time will be given to all 
subscribers to pay their dues on a 
monthly basis. 


Japanese official, ministers 
discuss economic, peace plans 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Planning 
Munster Ziad Fariz and the visit- 
ing member of Japan’s parlia- 
ment, Wataru Hirazumi, Sunday 
reviewed Jordan’s correct i ve eco- 
nomic pro gramm e and the efforts 


The Japanese member of par- 
liament, who als heads the Over- 
seas Economic Cooperation 
Committee of the ruling liberal 
Democratic Party, also met with 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 


made by the Jordanian govern-, ber and reviewed with him the 
meat to implement the program-' latest developments in tbe region 
me. 

Dr. Fariz said Jordan needs 
•support to bridge the gap in its 
economic adjustment programme 
for tbe years 1992 and 1993 and to 
support the balance of trade. 

Dr. Fariz praised Japan for its 
generous contribution to help 
Jordan cany out its development 
programmes and its economic 
adjustment programme. He also 
praised the role played by Japan 
m the nraltflatsral talks. 


and the efforts being made to 
establish peace. 

Dr. Abu Jaber and Mir. Hirazu- 
mi also reviewed bilateral rela- 
tions and means of further de- 
veloping them in all fields, parti- 
cularly the economic field. 

Mr. Hirazumi, who arrived in 
Amman Saturday on a three-day 
visit to Jordan, is expected to 
meet with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan before 
winding op his visit today. 



Prime minister opens fair of 
industrial manufacturers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Sun- 
day opened an industrial fair 
organised by foe Sahab Industrial 
City near Amman and announced 
that tbe government was studying 
measures aimed to encourage 
Jordanian indnstrial manufactur- 
ers and help them compete with 
foreign products abroad. 

“The government welcomes 
Arab and foreign investors to 
launch industrial and investment 
projects in the country in con- 
junction with local companies,” 
said the prime minister in an 
address at the opening ceremony. 

Shar if Zeid, who toured the 
different parts of the fair, voiced 
bis appreciation of foe efforts 
exerted to prepare the fair and 
deep pride in Jordanian national 
products and the increased 
amounts of products now being 
exported to other countries. 

The prime minister underlined 
the role that Jordanian atizens 
can play in encouraging their 
national products which, he said, 
are now of as good quality as 
those produced in industrial 
countries. 

The prime minister underlined 
the need for all manufacturers to' 
heed the national specifications 
and standards of all products so 
that they can compete with fore- 
ign products abroad. 

The industrial fair was orga- 
nised at Marj Al Ham am by the 
proprietors of foe indnstrial 
businesses at the Sahab Industrial 
City in cooperation with the 
Jordanian Commercial Centres 
Corporation (JCCC). 

According to the prime minis- 
ter, foe government was contem- 
plating a decision designed to 
enable Jordanian manufact u rers 
to compete with foreign makers 
abroad but be gave no further 
details. 

The prime minister stressed the 
need for continued cooperation 
and coordination among foe Jor- 
dan Industrial Estates Corpora- 



Prime Minister Sberif Zeid Ben Shaker Sunday opens an Industrial 
fair at Mmj A! Hamam (Petra photo) 

tion (JIEC), which is in charge of project to help promote local 
the Sahab Industrial City, Al industry. 

Hassan Industrial Gty of Irbid Dr. Ensour announced that 
and the JCCC in order to create Jordan has enlisted the help of 
foe opportune dimate for sue- foreign experts in the manufac- 
oessful investments and exports, -turing of clothes and leather pro- 
According to JIEC Director ducts so that Jordan may compete 
Fayez Suheimat, the Sahab In- with foreign made products 


dustrial City is undergoing furth- 
er expansion to cope with con- 
stant demand for factories by 
investors. 

Later, the prime minister 
chaired a meeting for officials of 
the industrial city to discuss 
appropriate means for promoting 
national industry and opening 
new markets abroad. The discus- 
sion covered such topics as sim- 
plifying administrative measures 
and overcoming routine obsta- 
cles. 

Minister of Industry and Trade 
Abdullah Ensour said at the 
meeting that his ministry was 
seeking to promote exports 
through the JCCC and through 
improving foe quality of local 
products. The minister 
announced that in foe coining 
weeks, the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade's Specifications De- 
partment will announce a new 


abroad. 

Dr. Suheimat also spoke at the 
meeting, outlining the activities 
of JIEC since its establishment in 
1980. He said that 241 industrial 
companies now operate at foe 
Sahab Industrial Gty. of which 60 
companies export their products 
to Arab, American and Euro- 
pean countries, including Russia. 

Following the meeting, foe 
prime minister toured three ma- 
jor industrial companies in Sahab 
which export products to foreign 
countries and also cover the 
needs of the local market. 

According to tbe fair organis- 
ers, 74 local companies are dis- 
playing products at the Marj Al 
Hamam industrial fair. 

Sharif Zeid was accompanied 
by minis ters of education, trans- 
port, industry and trade, plan- 
ning, labour, interior, supply and 
other officials. 


Official meets 
Iranian envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Mahmoud Al Sharif 
Sunday received in his office a 
top Iranian leader at foe head of 
an Islamic delegation on a 
several-day visit to Jordan for 
talks with Jordanian ofidals on 
means of enhancing bilateral rela- 
tions in tbe Islamic fields. 

Ayatollah Mohammad AM 
Iashiri, an advisor to Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani and president of tire 
International Al Bayt Academy, 
praised foe strong relations be- 
tween Jordan and his country and 
called for further enhancing of 
them. He said that information 
can [day a crucial role in develop- 
ing such relations, noting that 
information and communication 
are a necessity for advancing bet- 
ter understanding between na- 
tions. He called for exchanging 
visits by labour and informtion 
delegations and for opening 
offices in both Amman and 
Tehran for the Jordanian and 
Iranian news agencies. 

Mr. Sharif, on his part, said 
Jordan was willing to improve 
and further develop bilateral rela- 
tions between the two Muslim 
countries. Mr. Sharif called for 
maintaining friendly relations 
saying that such relations are 
essential for safeguarding foe 
basic features of Islamic nations, 
particularly at a time when they 
are facing common dangers and 
challenges. 

Later Sunday, Ayatollah 
Tashiri met with Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs Minister Izzeddin Al 
Khatib Al Tamimi and discussed 
with him bilateral relations. 

Mr. Tamimi said that the visit 
by Ayatollah Tashiri and Ins de- 
legation is aimed at bolstering 
bilateral relations and enhancing 
coordination in cultural fields, as 
well as Koranic studies. 


ART EXHIBITION OPENS — 
Under the patronage of Princess 
WQdan AH, the art cxUUtioa of 
Iraqi artist Amer Al ObefcH wfl 
be held at AHa Art Gallery. The 
tea-day esUMtiui includes 46 ofl 
effecting modern photic 
in Iraq. 
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To our readers 

the United States and Canada 

IN ORDER to facilitate and speed up the distribution 
of the Jordan Times and its sister Arabic paper Al 
Ra’i, and jn an attempt to ease the burden on our 
subscribers resulting from the high increases in 
postal charges, we announce that the two newspap- 
ers have appointed a representative for them in New 
York. Our agent, whose name and address appears 
below, will have copies, ready for distribution, the 
next day of their publication. 

Those who have taken subscription with us are also 
advised to call the same agent for the purpose of 
renewing their subscriptions when they expiFe and for 
any problems connected with receiving their copies. 

Coio m bos Distributors of N.Y. 
481 -B, Amsterdam A venae. Now 
York, 

N.Y. 10024 
Tel: 212 769 
212 787 
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■ The Has h e m ite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
Government Tenders Director a te 
Ame n dment to Invitation to Contractors 
for Pr o q u alification 
to Construct Karameh Dam Project 
International contractors specialised in the construction of dams 
wishing to participate in this qualification are requested to 
contact the government’s Tenders Directorate at the Ministry of 
Public Works & Housing, Amman - Jordan to receive pre- 
qualification forms and documents as of April 28, 1992, in 
accordance with the following conditions:- 

1. Requirements and conditions for qualtfication:- 

A. International contractors wishing to pre-quality for these 
tenders, must be specialised and experienced in similar 
dam construction works. The pre-qualification information 
must be submitted on the forms provided and shall include 
documentation of past and present experience and per- 
formance of similar projects, the contractor's capability in 
respect to personnel, equipment, plant and financial status. 

B. International contractors participating in this qualification 
must enclose with the qualification forms and documents a 
written declaration stating that in case they are qualified 
and allowed to participate in submitting their offers for the 
construction of this project; they commit themselves to the 
following:- 

1. They will enter into partnership as joint venture with first or 
second-class local contractors classified in roads, ear- 
thworks, concrete works and electro-mechanical works. 
The local contractors will perform at least 25 per cent of 
the total works of the project or they will sign on 
agreement with local contractors that will be considered 
as sub-contractors with the same above classification and 
to perform the same percentage of work. 

2. International contractors are to enclose joint venture or 
partnership as sub-contract agreement with local con- 
tractors in accordance with item (1) above when they 
submit their offers for construction. 

2. Project Description 

Construction of an earth-fill dam near Karameh with storage 
capacity of (55) fifty five million cubic metres. 45 metres 
height. The contract will include the following works:- 

(a) About six million cubic metres of excavation 

(b) About ten million cubic metres of zoned earthfill. 

(c) Spillway and drawoff structures, including twin pipeline in 
5.2 metre-diameter tunnel, 440 metre-long. 

(d) Pumping station, including all necessary equipment 

(e) Twin 1 2 . metre-diameter conveyance pipeline from and to 
the King Abdullah Canal. 

(f) Associated roadworks. 

3. Conditions of Contract:- 

The conditions erf contract wilt be Jordanian Ministry of Public 
Works Conditions of Contract for Construction Works, Parts I' 
and II, along with Conditions of Particular Application, which 
will take account of the requirements of the financing 
agencies. 

4. Forms for pre-qualification will be issues against a non- 
refund able payment of JD 100. 

5. Last date for purchase of pre-qualification forms and docu- 
ments will be June 17, 1992. 

8 . Submission of completed forms On duplicate) shall beat the 
office of Government's Tenders Directorate/Ministry of Public 
Wort® and Housing, at 1:30 p.m. Saturday 27/6/1992. 

Chairman, Central Tenders Committee 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Bashaw Al Jaghbeer 
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Selective justice 


THE RIOTS that erupted in Los Angeles and spread to 
several other major American cities last week were 
ignited by the acquittal of four white police officers in 
the beating of black motorist Rodney King over a year 
ago. Even though the beating was video-taped and 
documented for the whole world to see, the adminis- 
tration of justice in the case was so shocking as to cause 
hundreds of thousands of black and Hispanic Amer- 
icans to go wild on the streets of many U.S. cities. 
Unfortunately, the expression of justified outrage by so 
many U.S. citizens took a tarn to the worse when 
looting and arson became the tools of the aggrieved, 
something that undermined tbeir very cause and 
diluted the sense of sympathy and support garnished 
by the transparent injustice in the Kins case- 

The extent of the anger suggests, however, that the 
real reasons for the violence lie elsewhere and are not 
confined to the patently illegal way King's victinusers 
were treated and absolved of responsibility. The actual 
causes for the urban violence may very well lie in the 
pent-up pressures bufldmg up within the American 
society especially in those areas most affected by 
unemployment, poverty and neglect. 

There have been repeated and consistent cries from 
all corners of die U.S. that President George Bosh 
ought to pay more attention to the domestic situation 
in his own backyard instead of devoting so much of his 
country’s blood and energy to international conflicts 
and crises at the expense of die spreading American 
socio-economic diseases actuated and compounded by 
ethnic factors. The American house has increasingly 
become the scene of chaos and disorder that warrants 
urgent attention. Yet the Bush administration had 
chosen to ignore the proliferating signals that the 
situation in the U.S. was about to burst at the seams 
and continued to pursue his elusive international 
order, even though in the process he was contributing 
to an American disorder. Take for instance the 
American economy which is still under the grip of a 
deep recession in spite of all the monetary transfusions 
invested in it. Unemployment is rampant and pockets 
of poverty ar ® on the increase. The distress aSgimia 
from American education and health systems also 
continue and remain unanswered. And slum areas in 
most of the American cities have kept on spreading like 
cancer before the very eyes of the Bush administration 
just like they did during afl the previous administra- 
tions. This is not to mention the increase in crime and 
drug related felonies everywhere in continental U.SA. 
And with more than forty-four Americans dead and 
destruction and damage estimated to be over a half a 
billion dollars in the aftermath of the most recent four 
days of violence and riots, it appears to be high 
for more attention to be direrted to the internal 
American scene. Before Washington can be in a 
position to promote a just world order, it needs to put 
its own house in order, also in a just and humane 
manner. TUI that time arrives, the U.S. intentions on 
sh a pin g a new future for the world will continue to be 
viewed with deep scepticism, even mistrust and 
suspicion. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RA’I Arabic daily said Sunday that Jor danians take pride in 
their Hashemite leadership and the progress achieved under King 
Hussein over the past 40 years of his rule in the Kingdom. 
Referring to the 39th anniversary of the King’s assumption of his 
constitutional powers, the paper said that the King had led his 
people through years full of events and challenges, and is pursuing 
his efforts towards arriving at further pro gress and p ro s p e r tiy. 
Under King Hussein democracy is prevailing, dose cooperation 
between people and government has been characterising the way 
of life in the Kingdom and national unity is being enhanced, the 
paper noted. It said that King Hussein has now succeeded in 
shaping up a model state and a democracy with the help of the 
Jordanian people working in every field and domain. Under King 
Hussein, Jordan has acquired a world-wide reputation and 
enjoyed stability and security that has been envied by many 
countries, the paper added. It said that the Jordanian famil y, 
which takes pride in its own achievements, is determined to 
purme the march under its leader in an atmosphere of democracy, 
stability and cooperation, continuing the efforts towards construc- 
tion and development. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Dnstour daily bitterly criticised die 
findings of a court in the United States which obsolved white 
policemen from any blame for beating Ac black driver of a taxi, 
and said that there are no democracy ami equality in the United 
States. Munes Ai Razzaz said that no democracy can exist in an 
atmopfaere of racism, and, therefore, any claim that America is 
the country of freedom and democracy is groundless. The human 
question is still outstanding in the United States and, instead of 
setting a good example for the Third World, the American society 
is showing its ugly faces, ignoring the fact that those who live in 
glass homes should not throw stones at others, said the writer. 
The uprising in Los Angeles is a stigma for the U.S. and a fact that 
exposes the true racist nature of the American society, he added. 
The intifada in Los Angeles, he said, is focusing light on the 
racist, imperialist power, built at the expense of the red Indians 
and the looting of the wealth of other nations. The writer said that 
tire American whites are exactly reflecting the example of the 
Zionists who are ruling the Palestinians with r ep r e ssi on and in a 
disgustingly racist policy. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waited . Sadi 


Will covenant make Israel respect human rights? 


. N 

r-jc - 


Israel took a giant and momentous step a few months ago, with 
infinite i mplicatio ns on the Middle East peace process and the 
fate and future of the Arab Palestinians. The occasion was the 
ratification of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR) that was done almost silently and without much 
fanfa re as if the Israeli government (fid not wish to attract modi 
attention to this measure for fear of soliciting Arab and 
Palesti nian argumentations and submission on its foundation, in 
defence of their cause. ICCPR, it may be remembered, is an 
international human rights instrument that codified the salient 
features of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights and came 
into force in 1976. Ever since that time, Israel stayed away from 
ratifying it even though more than one hundred countries from . 
various regions of the world had done so. In this sense, Jerusalem 
stood out as some kind of a pariah among the nations of the 
world that opted to be parties to that important human rights * 
convention. But when the Israeli leadership finally plunged into 
this big human rights pool, the decision went by literally 
unnoticed by the Arab side as if nothing important or relevant had 
taken place. This is indeed odd since the implications of this new 
Israeli policy are far-reaching and bound, in the final analysis, to 
affect the future of Israeli-Palestinian relations. 

For starters, the third paragraph of the preamble of this 
covenant stipulates that the aims of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights of 1948 can only be achieved if conditions are 
created whereby everyone enjoys his civil, political, economic. 


social and enteral rights. The crux of the matter is nevertheless 
reflected in paragraph 1 of article 1 of the covenant -where it is . 
stated that “all peoples have tire right of self-determination” and 
dial by virtue of that right “they freely determine their political 
status, etc.” The applicability of this provision to the Paksthriaa 
people as far as Israel is concerned is made amply dear in 
paragraph 2 rrfartiefe 2 where it is stated dfet "each state party to 
the present covenant undertakes to respect and ensure to all 
individuals, repeat all individuals, within its territory and subject 
to its jurisdiction the rights recognised in the present covenant, 
without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, 
language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social 
origin, property, birth or other status.” P aragraph 2 of the same 
article calls on state parties to the ICCPR to take the necessary 
steps and adopt such legislative or ether measures as may be 
necessary to give effect to die rights recognised in the covenant 


Palestinians, in particular. „ . - ■ 

What this right to setf-determinatjon entails b - fir me 
something that would touch the heart of the matter aa far . aajhe 
entire Anhhadi conflicts are concerned. Sh ould the Palestine 
side seize this opportunity, created by Israel’s signing of ;tiy treaty 
to exercise the right to setf-deternrination, there is no burnt to the 

. t , , .«■ i . .Hu RSnstfno i*i uuuiif limit tn 




advance die cause of peace. 


One does not need to dwell too much into the various 
provisions of the ICCPR to comprehend the extent of the changes 
in Israeli laws and policies that need to be taken in order for Israel 
to co nfon n with the letter and spirit' of tire covenant under 
consideration. To begin with, Israel has become treaty-obligated 
to accord the Palestinians under its occupation the right to 
self-determination. This particular issue has been a formidable 
bone of contention between Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir’s government and the Arab side, in general, and the 


As for the other prov i sions of the covenant, that tahfor equal 
'treatment of the Arab Israelis in Israel proper and the Palestinian 
Arabs under occupation, there great room for improvements in 
the way the Arabs would be treated henceforth in Israel a ndin tfa e 
territories s till under its jurisdiction. All dements erf discrimina- 
tion against the Arabs, be they in Israel or in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, would have to cease. Moreover, all demen ts of 
favouritism accorded to Jews, espec ia lly the law that accords Jews 
fav ou rite treatment for emigration and citizens h ip in Israel, could 
also be t arg et te d as contrary to the covenant and rep u g nan t to its 
letter and spirit! 

All in all, the ratification of this covenant ushers in a new 
chapter not only far Israeli citizens, but also for Arab-Israch 
relations. Proper judicious implementation of the covenant s 
stipulations can, therefore, serve as an important instrument for 
the resolution of the Palestinian case through the application erf 
the law rather. than through diplomacy and peace talks. 


T' 


Biggest ever weapons sale under way 


By Clare Pedrick 


ROME — It is bargain tune in 
Russia and its former communist 
satellites. Desperate to earn hard 
currency and under pressure to 
reduce their massive arsenals of 
conventional armaments, the na- 
tions of the ex-superpower are 
selling off weapons and military 
hardware at knockdown prices. 
According to arms experts moni- 
toring the world’s biggest cut- 
price arms sale, an estimated 
$ 1,000 billion worth of equipment 
is on offer. 

“We're talking about bargain- 
basement prices,” said John Wil- 
liams, a researcher on the arms 
trade and proliferation at Safer 
World, a British arms reduction 
research and lobby group. 
“They're selling tanks by the ton- 
ne, for around $1 0,00 0 a tonne. If 
you can get a T72 for half a 
million dollars, that ’s re ally very 
cheap indeed.” The T72 is one of 


the most modem Red Army 
tanks and it now sells for one- 
tenth of its normal value. 

In its heyday as a global power, 
the Soviet Union was the world’s 
largest arms exporter. But in 
those more florid times, the 
Kremlin’s motive for selling arms 
was usually political, rather than 
strictly commercial. Now, with 
money being the prime motive, 
“I think they will be less choosy 
about who they sell to,” Mr. 
Williams. The Russian govern- 
ment is moving to establish an 
agency to license exports. But 
meanwhile, sales are going ahead 
to eager buyers, keen to cash in 
on the chance-of-a-Ufetime deals. 
“The Russians are picking up 
very quickly on this,” said Mr. 
Williams. “The orders are com- 
ing in from all over die place. The 
country is in a desperate situa- 
tion. Its economy has collapsed 
and the need for hard currency is 
urgent ... But it’s going to do 


dreadful things to the world’s 
regional stability.” 


The new republics of the CIS 
and the former Warsaw Pact na- 
tions — especially Poland and 
Czechoslovakia — are also 
cashing in on the selling spree. 
Most of the buyers appear to be 
coming from the developing 
world which cannot afford the 
higher prices charged by other 
arms exporting nations. “It the 
Third world countries see the 
chance of buying something 
cheap, they won’t hesitate,” said 
Williams. Pakistan, India, Syria 
and Iran are all likely purchasers 
for tire larger items, say analysts. 
Syria is alrea dy k nown to have 
bought some T72 tanks. 

The lack of any coherent arms 
export policy has helped fuel a 
parallel black market operating 
alongside the official one, say 
experts. Smaller items — rifles, 
ammunition, ground-to-air mis- 


siles — are proving the biggest 
sellers, because they are easier to 
shift without leaving a trail and 
because they are likely to be 
within the price range of guerrilla 
groups around the world, the 
main customers for this category 
of armaments. Already, agencies 
and dealing houses have set up 
shop in many parts of the former 
Soviet Union to arrange deals 
with factions in any part of the 
globe where there is unrest. At 
Safer World, researchers have 
bad evidence of ammunition from 
the ex-USSR transiting in Titog- 
rad, a town in what has formerly 
Yugoslavia, and destined for 
Somalia. A U.N. embargo for- 
bids any arms sales to Somalia, 
which is currently racked by civil 


“The international trade for 
small arms seems to reach almost 


everywhere, especially places 
where they is civil conflict,” said 
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Birth of new Yugoslavia 


buries Tito’s country 


By Timothy Heritage 

Reuter 


BELGRADE — Twelve years 
since the death of Josip Broz 
Tito, the Yugoslavia he rebuilt 
after World War II has collapsed 
and his own fall from grace is 
almost complete. 

One week before the 
anniversary of the communist rul- 
er’s death on May 4, 1980, the 
republics of Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro fore up the last moist 
constitution and proclaimed a 
new Yugoslavia without the four 
other republics of the old federa- 
tion. 

The Montenegrin capital Titog- 
rad reverted fo the name of Pod- 
gorica in April and several smal- 
ler towns have dropped Tito’s 
name. IBs busts and portraits 
have been removed from view 
and his remains are expected to 
be moved from Belgrade. 

“This is- the end of Utoism,” 
said Milovan Djilas, who was 
once mo's closest aide but be- 
came the leading Yugoslav dissi- 
dent and most outspoken critic of 
communism. 

“I don’t believe in a future 
Yugoslav state — independent 
states will inevitably be the fu- 
ture. Yugoslavs will be friendly 
and have links, but without 
Yugoslavia,'’ he said. 

Yugoslavia was created as a 
monarchy uniting the region's 
Slavic peoples at the end of 1918. 


Tito emerged as ruler after 
leading the partisan resistance 
fighters against the Nazi occupa- 
tion during World War II. He 
rebuilt Yugoslavia as a commun- 
ist federation which he held 
together by stamping ont 
nationalism. 


Several small opposition par- 
ties are threatening to storm 
Tito’s tomb at 3.05 p.m. on Mon- 
day in a memorial centre called 
the house of flowers if city au- 
thorities do not move his remains 
from Belgrade. 


Monday and prod aimed -a new 
Yugoslavia with 10.5 million peo- 
ple, compared with 23.5 million 
in the old federation. The com- 
munist red star was removed 
from the -tricolour flag. 


Tito dominated Yugoslavia so 
much in his 35-year rule that he 
seemed to embody the whole 
state. By breaking with Soviet 
ruler Josef Stalin in 1948, he 
made Yugoslavia a non-aligned 
country respected in the East, 
West and the developing world. 

. In the 1980s, Yugoslavia 
appeared to have a brighter fu- 
ture than other communist coun- 
tries Ui the region- Food shor- 
tages were rare, foreign travel, 
was not restricted and foreign 
loans lifted living standards. 

But now economic crisis and 
warfare have destroyed the coun- 
try Tho created. 

Many Yugoslavs say he is at 
least partly to blame by leaving a 
legacy of unsolved economic and 
ethnic problems. 

“In some ways, be was greater 
than his country but he made 
many mistakes,” Mr. Djilas, now 
80, told Reuters. 


Yugoslavia’s state presidency 
has ordered that photographs of 
the former leader be taken down 
from military offices, classrooms, 
dubs and canteens. It has said 
units, barracks and military posts 
named after Tito most be re- 
named. 

The 5,000 dinar note which 
bore his portrait became almost 
worthless because of rampant in- 
flation and was withdrawn from 
circulation. 


Yugoslavia’s demise has coin- 
cided until Tito’s. 

In the year since the last 
anniversary of his death, the re- 
publics of Croatia, Slovenia, Bos- 
ma-Herzegovina and Macedonia 
have declared independence from 
Yugoslavia. All have won wide 
international recognition except 
Macedonia. 


For years, traffic came fo a halt 
and sirens wailed ax 3.05 p.m. on 
May 4, the time of his death, but 
the last two anniversaries have' 
been marked by anti-Tito pro- 


More than 6,000 people have 
been killed in figting in Croatia 
and about 300 have died in 
clashes in Bosnia. More than one 
million people have fled their 
.homes and the number is grow- 
ing, according to United Nations 
relief workers. 

Serbia and Montenegro 
adopted a new constitution last 


Mr. W illiams “We know there 
are ships with arms arriving in 
Sudan and these could well come 
from the CIS. The same is hap- 
pening in Somalia and could be 
happening in Liberia, Ethiopia or 
Mozambique. This kind of trade 
could be interesting to any kind 
of guerrilla group ... It (the CIS) 
could end up being tike northern 
Pakistan ana Afghanistan in the 
1980s, where in spite of a cut-off 
of supplies by the U.S. and the 
USSR, stuff turned up openly in 
bazaars and on street corners.” 
In the countries bordering tile 
former Soviet empire, there is a 
brisk trade in small' weapons and 
even uniforms being sold off by 
disgruntled soldiers — and some- 
times officers. “We've had re- 
ports that Red Army soldiers are 
selling off anything they can,” 
said Mr: Williams. “Russian 
army personnel carriers have 
been sold in eastern Turkey. You 
can pick up a Russian AK47 
(machinegun) there for $20. Indi- 
viduals who are very very de- 
pressed by their future situation 
and prospects are selling off stuff, 
and guerrilla groups are obvious- 
ly going to be very interested in 
tins . 7 — ‘ groups "tike' tfE&^lDfflash 
Workers Parly and the Kurds tn 


held in Brussels earlier this 
month, U.S. Defence Minister 
Dick Cheney pinpointed 
Czechoslovakia and Poland as 
two of tite main culprits, though 
he acknowledged that conven- 
tional weapons made up “the 
strongest part of their industrial 




The West has urged the former 
communist bloc to exercise more 
control over its weapons sales. At 
the historic meeting of defence 
ministers from East and West 


Some disarmament groups say 
it is up to the West to provide 
both the example and the incen- 
tive to the new democracies. The 
EC, which has yet to formulate its 
own common arms export policy, 
should do more to make responsi- 
ble arms sales a condition of aid 
to the countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe, say critics. 

The issue is made more fraught 
by the timetable imposed by the 
West itself. The U.S. and other 
NATO members are pressing for 
the countries of Central and East-, 
ern Europe to agree to a strict 
deadline on conventional 
weapons reductions in time for 
the Helsinki conference planned 
this summer. 

Another problem is tite sheer 
volume of the weaponry to be 
disposed of. The Soviet Union 
ana its East Bloc' satellites , 
accumulated^ mountains of milit 
jary hardware over the years. As 
one Russian military expert told a . 
recent NATO conference in 
Jtome: “It was the policy not to • 
liquidate anything as tong as it 
was usable or finable” World/ 
News Link. 


LETTERS 


Clarifying points 


To the Editor: 


The demise of communism in 
East Europe helped strip Yugos- 
lavia of Us role as a bridge be- 
tween East and West and it is 
now in danger of becoming an 
in te rnational pariah. 

Western governments accuse 
Serbia, which dominates the new 
Yugoslavia, of aggression in the 
conflict in Bosnia and are con- 
sidering isolating Serbia political- 
ly and economically. 

“I "hope the adoption erf the 
new constitution will marie the. 
aiding of agony and chaos,” Ser- 
bian - President Slobodan 
Milosevic said after the new 
Yugoslavia was bom on April 27. 

His hopes appear a long may 
from fulfilment. Fighting has con- 
thmed in Croatia and Bosnia and 
the economy is m crisis. 

Inflation is ronnmg at a month- 
ly rate of more than 40 per cent in 
the new Yugoslavia, industrial 
production is down by more than 
a quarter co mpare d with a year 
ago and foreign trade has chop- 
ped dramatically. 

Many Yugoslavs fear violence 
will spread. 

“This new Yugoslav state can 
survive, but with serious difficul- 
ties," Mr. Djilas said. 


After reading Mrs. Feida Suleiman’s letter (Jordan Tunes, April 
30, 1992), I would like to make the following observations: 

Concerning the massacres erf the Armenians in 1915, there is 
enough evidence collected since those tragic events fo prove the 
Armenian case. The evidence is available to all “unbiased” and 
“respected*^ historians who are making use of them. This is why it 
has been difficult for Turkey to rewrite this sequence of the sad 
chapter of the Armenian genocide. Mr. Ara Voskian’s letter 
(Jordan Times April 26, 1992), contains true facts that eveiy 
Armenian upholds. They should be also true for all those people 
who have the guts to approach this subject without preconceived 
bias. 

Mrs. Suleiman says that Mr. Voskian “unscrupulously approves 
aggressive policies of expansion when it cranes to Armenia.” 
After reading Mr. Voskian’s letter, I could not find a single 
sentence or a phrase that supports aggressive policies whether by 
Armenia or Azerbaijan. On the contrary, Mr. Voskian fair 
approaching the issne of peace in Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) 
“with bonourabfc intentions based on human rights and the right 
of seif-determination for peopte,” incidentally the main jrf^ars (as 
Mrs. Suleiman put it) of Jordan's foreign policy repeated over mid 
over again by His Majesty King Hussein and every Jor danian 
government when discussing similar conflicts. 

In his letter, Mr. Voskian has not voiced his “aspirations” 
(Greeted towards acquisition of any Turkish t errit ory or even the 
Armenian ter r it o ri es in Turkey — I wish he had though. Mr. 
Voskian has only voiced Turkey’s age-old fear that some day 
Armenians might be in a position to call for the r et urn of their 
territories o c cup ied by Turkey. 

After clarifying these points, I would like to suggest that Mrs. 
Suleiman read Mr. Voskian’s letter once again, so that she can 
understand the letters contents property before making unfound- 
ed accusations. 
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Lara Kenirinu, 
Amman. 




Historical truth 


To the Editor; 




I have read Chairman of the Foreign Affairs fl n— m i m a of 
Turkey’s Grand National Assembly AH Dincer’s letter to the 
editor “Peace option,” (Jordan Times, April 23-24 1992) and Mr. 
Ara Voskian’s reply dated April 26-27 1992, “To call a spade a 
spade.” Unfortunately, Mr. Dincer’s article mentioning that 
“NagonK>-Karabakh has always been an Azerbaijani territory” is 
historically incorrect 

Has is perversion of history by which he is even rejecting the 
fact that Stalin transferred the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh 
from historical Armeni a , in 1923, to Azerbaijani administration. 

Ar m e nians worldwide like Mr. Voskian, will all stadd up 
against such intentionally distorted versions of history until truth 
and justice pzevafl. 




Fares Htfar, 
P.O. Box 3110, 
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. (Caatfancd from page 1) 

it ttesettlement process and die 
cosponsors have a responsibility 
towards the peace -process to 
pressure the Israelis to stop," Dr. 
Asbrawi said. 

U»e Pakstimans as wefl as the 
4ber Arab delegations have ex- 
p(pcs*eel a sincere desire to adhere 
to the dme scbednle originally set 
. the co-sponsois. “TTiere is a 
ifes-'fiame and we mast that we 
adhere to the time frame; by the 
end of October or early Novem- 
ber neg o tiations on the interim 
self-government and governing 
arrangements should be finished 
and the transitional phase should 
start' and a transfer or authority 
should take place and the Palesti- 
nian sdf-govermnent should be in 
(dace,” Dr. Asbrawi said. 

Another round of talks like 
round five. Dr. Asbrawi said, will 
be a “waste of tunc.” 

An assessment and co- 
ordinating meeting among the 
four Arab parties involved in the 
bilateral talks is scheduled tn raw- 
place in Amman in “several 
weeks” at ministerial level. Dr. 
Ashrawi confirmed. 

The Palestinian delegates have 
received invitations to the four 
multilateral meetings scheduled 
to begin in the middle of June 
from the hosts and co-sponsors, 
Dr. Ashrawi said. 

While the Palestinians are ex- 
pected to accept the invitations, 
they are still studying the invita- 


on Israel 


tKfflS and dtRfTTSsing Hui ( fetaik 
and fine points related to the 
co nfer ences. 

- “We are in touch with the 
co-sponsors, the organisers and 
the host countries of the talks on 
refugees, water, economic de- 
velopment and environment,” 
Dr. Ashrawi said. 

Palestinians from both the 
occupied territories and the di- 
aspora have received invitations 
from the co-sponsors and host 
countries to the meetings on re- 
fugees on economic develop- 
ment. 

Israelis have threatened to 
boycott any meetings in which 
diaspora Palestinians participate. 
Dr. Ashrawi tajd the Jordan 
Times that the Israelis were blow- 
ing a “lot of hot air.” She added 
that only Israel would be hurt 
should it chose not to attend. 

The refugee issue, Dr, Asbrawi 
confirmed, is the tingle most cru- 
cial issue of the multilateral talks 
for the Palestinians and the “crux 
of the' problem.” 

“The refugee issue is not sub- 
ject to compromise,” she said. 

“The basis of our negotiations 
on this issue is the repatriation of 
Palestinians in accordance with 
U.N. General Assembly Resolu- 
tion 194, winch states that all 
Palestinians have the right of 
return regardless of race/creed or 
religion,” Dr. Ashrawi said. 

“It has very dear legal refer- 
ences,” she conducted. 


Crown Prince lauds U.S. role 




(Continued from page 1) 

remain an occupying power. It soon 
became dear, in the course of the 
discussions in thefixst and subsequent 
' ~ T mneiinp in Washington, that argu- 
ments about the interpret a tion of 
„ resolutions 242 and 338 would lead 
c ’Pci** nowhere without a sincere intention 
- 1 - C to resotve the problem oi discovering 
■ V~'. - 2 i die terms on winch two national 
% j v r- '.'C, communities can peacefully co-exist 

— vi'u on the same territory. 
t “The sincerity of intentions is de- 

-1.. ‘ - - ? monatrated not only by their dedara- 

' ‘ r tion: What is being done on the 

• ■ ’■>"< ground should not lead to results 
which contradict the statements of 
intention. The continued building of 
Jewish settlements on occupied Arab 
territories in the West Bank and 
Jerusalem seems to pteeiup t the out- 
come of the negotiations on the final 
status of these territories; and the 
Israelis’ fMm that these territories 
are ‘contested’ but not ‘occupied’ » 
the .excuse for diem to ignore the 
basic responsibilities of an occupying . 
power." 

-The substance of negotiations 
must therefore conqmse all the varied ’ 
problems posed by 45 years of con- 
flict It is encouraging mat the round 
of- ne gotiati ons which has just ended 
in. Washington seems to be evolving 
towards a common vision of what true 
peace means. While it seems that 
there remains a wide pip between the 
Palestinian and Israeli mtespretatioo 
of interim self-government,' both 
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consider that electioos constitute a 
vital clement in any p i ooe ss from 
‘occupation’ to ‘liberation’. As Amer- 
icans you are all aware of what 
representation and its central 

role in the dispute then between the 
American colonies and the British 
crown. The question of ‘re pres e nt*-, 
tion' could play an equally central 
rote in the resolution of the conflict 
betwee n the Pale stinians and the 
Israeli government. 

“We believe that the model best 
soiled to the Middle East is the 
regional conference on security and 
cooperation. This structure, known in 
Europe as the Helsinki process, takes 
account of dimensions of security 
other than military. For this reason, 
we in Jordan have evolved the 
groundwork for a conference on 
security and cooperation is the Mid- 
dle East (CSCME)- By focusing cm 
the political economic, legal and 
cultural -aspects of relations, we find 
that conflicts can indeed be resolved 

af^m^rhe CSCME can articulate, in 
imptementabte terms, mechanisms 
for the- ac hi evement of lasting region- 
al peace. 

“Side by side with CSCME (I have 
for some time been promoting the 
concept of a human charter, to jjov- 
, era the conduct of states during limes 
of peace.) I believe that such an 
Instrument could go a long way to- 
wards safeguarding basic civil and 
human rights.” 
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Freedom of press and responsibility 
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(Confirmed from page 1) 
“The pres* was generally 
affected by the uncomfortable 
.■ i i rumcfHfyra fo Jordan. But it 
certainly be a efitted from demo- 
cracy as was the case in rescind- 
ing the Economic Security Cora- 
* suttee's decision to take over the 
boards of directors of A1 Ral 
and Al Dustour newspapers," 
Mr. Masarweh said. 

On the other hand, columnist 
Salah Abdul Samad affirmed 
that die Jordanian press was 
qatffied to deal with incidents of 
great significance pub as the 
d e m o cra tfration process and the 
repeal of maxtial law. 

“We should not forget that our 
press was the pv™ proponent of 
the annulment of martial law and 
forward the democra- 


tisatioh process,” he said. 

Columnist George Haddad 
said that Jordan is stiB far away 
from democracy as a sound con- 
cept essential for living. “How 
could there be true democracy in 
die absence of its social, econo- 
mic and psychological requirc- 
mKnts,” Mr. Haddad asked. 

The rise in illiteracy rates, the 
deterioration of economic condi- 
tions and the spread of poverty 
and fear and maybe hunger... 
stand between us and the recog- 
nition that we have our success- 
ful democracy,” he said. 

He said that in the J ordanian 
press there is freedom and there 
is siavety. “There are free jour- 
uafists and free writers and there 
are slaves and rented writers," 
.he said. 


Pales tinians protest road-building 


(Continued from page 1) 

through sponsoring a bmkftng 
boom in the occupied baritones. 

The Palestinian letter said the 
new road projects being built on 
confiscated Palestinian lands, 
most of it cultivated, were partly 
funded by taxes paid bg the 
Palestinian population. 

It specifically referred to two 
roads under construction — one 


Unking settlements in the 
Hebron-Halhoul area and 
another serving the nearby settle- 
ments of EDcana, Ariel, Yakir 
Natifim and Revava through a 
four-lane “Samaria” highway. 

The roads were being built in 
line with a 1984 regional road 
plan whom legality has been chal- 
lenged by Palestinian lawyers be- 
cause it contradicted internation- 
al law, they said. 


Los Angeles begins healing 


(Coutfemed from page 1) ' 

with appeals for unity, bat also 
demands that the United States 
set its radal house in order. 

California, which for the past 
decade lad basked in a reputa- 
tion as the “go-go” land of oppor- 
tunity in the United 
States Rooked ahead to a grim 
period of paying for the damage 
and r e storing its reputation as an 
examp le of racial and ethnic har- 
mony to keep businesses in its 
borders. 

The state, with a population of 
30 million and a budget trigger 
than any Third Work! nations, 
already is trying to pay for dam- 
age caused in the past year alone 
fity devastating floods and fires as 
jwefl 1 as small earthquakes. 
^The estimated S500 million in 
physical damage to Los Angeles 
was expected to farther erode foe 
economy of southern California, 
resulting in lost commerce and 
jobs. 

Residents feared world televi- 
sion broadcasts showing the loot- 
ing and attacks cm. bystandexs 
would make many people believe 
Los Angeles was too dangerous a 
place to live. 

In a sign of how big a gulf there 
still is b e tween Wades and whites, 
a Time-CNN poll on Sunday said 
45 per cent of blacks believed 
racism was the reason for the 
acquittal of the policemen in the 
Ring case while only 12 per cent 
of whites believed tins was the 
reason. 

Americans -were struggling to 
explain why tbe unemployment 
rate for blacks is about twice the 
figure for whites and 
cent of black children live 


the poverty line while only 12 per 
cent of whites do so. 

The surprise verdict by an all- 
white jury also set off a debate 
about the fairness of the country’s 
justice system and fears that toe 
jury system coukl come under 
attack. 

Meanwhile, more court 
arraignments were scheduled 
Sunday to process sane of the 
nearly 7,300 people arrested in 
the rampage. 

Tens of thousands of Koreau- 
Americans and other rallied 
Saturday. They sang the Korean 
and American national anthems 
and heard prayers of forgiveness 
for the rioters, many of whom 
targetted Korean-owned 


“This is our country,” Helen 
Kim, a medical student and mem- 
ber of the Korean American Soci- 
ety, told the crowd. “It is a 
patc h w o rk of many people and 
we need to keep it together." 

The Foreign Ministry in South 
Korea said Sunday that a delega- 
ftion headed by Assistant Foreign 
■Minister Ho Seung would fly to 
Los Angeles on Monday to meet 
with Mayor Tom Bradley, Gov- 
ernor Pete Wilson and other U.S. 

officials to seek financial aide for 
m juries and rebmkfing. 

Meanwhile, China said Sunday 
that rioting in Los Angeles high- 
lighted serious racial discrimina- 
tion and abuse by police in the 
United States. 

“The massive radal conflict in 
Los Angeles, USA, is something 
unfortunate . Bnt it is not 
accidental,” an ■ unidentified 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
in a statement. 


APU calls 

. (Continued from page 1) 
the two men. 

Mr. Johaidaly refused to re- 
spond to the tirade and said: “I 
refuse to answer this insult.” He 
wore his country’s national cos- 
tume, a white robe, covered by a 
light brown open robe and a 
headdress. 

Trying to dear the atmosphere, 
the president of the session, 
Syria’s Abdul Kader Kadouri, 
asked the Kuwaiti to stick to the 
agenda. Mr. Johaidaly apologised 
to Mr. Kadouri and the meeting 
proceeded quietly. 

“I apologise to the president. I 
hope I did not cause trouble. I am 
ready to wear military uniform 
(and fight) for the Libyan Jama- 
hiriya,” Mr. Johaidaly said. 

Most of the Arab states have 
verbally condemned tbe U.N. 
sanctions, but all except Iraq 
have said they will honour them. 
Iraq's forced isolation makes its 
stance ineffective. 

When he finished his speech, 
Mr. Johaidaly made a detour to 
avoid the Iraqi delegation and 
repeated his apology to the head 
of toe session. 

During a later dinner, the two 
men avoided each other and sat 
at different ends of the table. 

In Khartoum, Sudan, chanting 
“down down USA” and “dis- 
grace for the Arabs of America,” 
representatives of 21 professional 
onions and trade unions fed a 
demonstration of several 
thousands Sunday to protest the 
U.N. sanctions against Libya. 

“Oh Jews, the army of 
Mohammad the Prophet will be 
back,” they chanted. “You are 
faithful Qadhafi, your people are 
faifMiii Qadhafi.” 

They also carried banners read- 
ing “Allah Akbar,” “Infidels, die 
Libyan people shall not col- 
lapse," “No for sanctions against 
Libya,'’ and “One Arab army, 
one Arab people.” 

The demonstrators, some of 
diem mounting buses and pick- 
ups, were stopped by police ab- 
out 100 metres away from the 
U.N. offices in Khartoum where 
some of their leaders were de- 
livering fiery speeches denounc- 
ing the sanctions. 

No government officials 
appeared in the demo ns tr a tion 
which was addressed by Libya’s 
Ambassador to Sudan Ramadan 
Bashir. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The ADC-Regtonal Office has recently formed a Writer’s Committee with the 
goal of creating a link between the Arab World and the Western media through 
the publication in American newspapers, of articles written by Arab authors and 
intellectuals. 

Our aim is to provide the Western world with a point of view other than that 
which has been prevalent in the West during the past. 

Therefore, this committee invites all those interested to participate in this effort 
to address the Western public by contributing articles to assist us in our attempt 
to highlight and better serve the Arab position. 

Those interested are requested to complete the form below 'and return to us at 
the following address: 

ADC Regional Office 
fA |f Al P.O.Box 1027 Amman 
n u ; Jordan 




I would like to contribute to the goals and objectives of the Writer’s Committee. 
Please send me further information to the foliowing address: 

Name: — — 


Address: « 
P.O.Box: — 
Phone No.: 


Postal Area:. 


Fax No. 


I would prefer to write in [ ] Arabic [ ] English 
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Hiefint&bsst 
Cttinete Restaurant 
_ , In Jordan 

IstCirtie, Jabaf Amman, near 
. AhliyytiGMsSchool 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-MkUught 

T*L 63896$ 



Many .villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or urrfur-1 
nbhed. 

|* Also many lots of land are| 
available for safe. 

for further details, plsaae| 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professi o nal Quality in 
1 How Servick • 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO pfeoto 

30% 
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20 * 30 cm 


Shmesani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone; 604042 \ 
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TO RENT IN, 
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Saudi Real Estate 
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' CHOPS A 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 118214 

Come and taste our 
* specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

S. , 6:30- Midnight / 
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SpedalCMMse Foods 
SUM CUnso (Ms 




Wadi Saqra Road 
.n ear Ffoladalphia Hote l 
[-T1 Wtsa, Amnwn 

face Tatted 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


BAlfOTEIi 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Top Kabul official murdered 


(Cwtfntied from page 1) 

der Malek, second in command 
of Kabul’s 400-bed military hosp- 
tial. 

Malek said three Dostum fight- 
ers were hospitalised. He said it 
was not known if any Hezb-e- 
ifiiami guerrillas were hurt. 

Tiro militia, led by Rashid Dos- 


tum, backed the ousted commun- 
ist government before switching 
to Mr. Hekmatyar’s rebel rival, 
Ahmad Shah Masood. That move 
precipitated president Najibul- 
lah’s fall, but also earned the 
enmity of Mr. Hekmatyar- 
The Dostum militia, made up 
of Uzbeks »nd Turkmen from 


northern Afghanistan, ; united 
with Mr. Masood’s fighters to 
drive Mr. Hekmatyar from the 
city last week. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s forces have 
dug themselves in facing tbe Dos- 
tum militia in a tense standoff on 
the road leading south out of 
Kabul. 
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YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN 

☆ Kate Dryetean, 1 Hr. Se/vfce 
fr Shoes repair * Engraving 

■fr Keys Service 

☆ Uphdstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 
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Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
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Arazi fails, Lil E. Tee, 17-to-l 
longshot, wins Kentucky Derby 


LOUISVILLE (Agencies) - 
Arazi, the would-be wonder 
horse, couldn’t break the 
favourite’s jinx in the Kentucky 
Derby. 

Lil E. Tee, a 17-to-l shot, 
carried jockey Pat Day to a most 
unexpected victory Saturday at 
Chunhill Downs as Arazi fal- 
tered in the stretch and finished 
eighth. The last favourite and last 
2-year-old champion to win the 
darby was Spectacular Bid in 
1979. 

It was Day's first victory in 10 
tries in the derby, about the only 
race he had not won at a track 
where he has been the dominant 
rider for years. 

Arazi went off the 4-5 favourite 
despite having had arthroscopic 
surgery on his knees in November 
and only one start this year — on 
grass in France on Arpil 7. 

For a time on the final turn, it' 
appeared that Arazi would win 
the derby in the same spectacular 
fashion as he won the Creeder’s 
Cup Juvenile at the Downs on - 
Nov. 2. In that race, he aided 
the field on the final tarn and was 
doing the same thing Saturday. 


One of the horses he passed as 
he drove to the leaders was Lil E. 
Tee. 

“He went by me with complete 
authority," said Day. “If be kept 
running like he did in the Breed- 
ers Cup, I would have been run- 
ning for second place." *c 

But when the field turned for 
home, there were five horses 
stretched across the track, with 
Lil E. Tee on the outside and 
Arazi just inside him. Then Arazi 
stopped and lil E. Tee charged 
cm to a one-length victory over 
Casual Lies, with Dance Floor 
another 3Va lengths back and two 
lengths in front of Conte Di 
Savoya. 

Arazi 's trainer knew long be- 
fore that moment that a Ken- 
tucky Derby victory was not to 
be. 

“I knew when they came by the 
grandstand the first time that the 
race was lost,” trainer Francois 
Doutin said. 


the biggest payoff since Ferdi- 
nand paid $37.40 in 1986. 

“Everybody else will be run- 
ning for second," Area’s jockey, 
Pat VaHenzuela, had said. 


After the race, he said: “I still 
fed be is the greatest horse I have 
ridden and I just wish he could 
have proved it today to the public 
and the people around the 
world." 


Valenzuela felt his colt got 
tired in the latter stages of the 
race and added; “It’s too bad we 
didn’t get another race into him.” 
Arazi looked as if be had been 
kicked in the teeth. 


“He didn’t have any punch at 
the top of the stretch," Day said 
of the little chestnut. 

Lil E. Tee carried 126 pounds 
(57 kilogrammes) over die 1*4 
miles (2.01 kilometres) in 2:04 
and earned $724,000 for 82-year- 
old owner W. Cal Partee. 


lil E. Tee, winning for the 
third time in four starts this year, 
paid $35.60, $12.60 and S7.60 > 


Arazi had the worst showing 
ever by an odds-on derby 
favourite. Olympica was sixth as 
the 4-5 choice in 1949. 

“He was too brilliant, too 
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As he stood on Churchill 
Downs’ presentation stand. Day 
wore a cap from Louisville’s 
Kosair Children's Hospital, 
which be and several other jock- 
eys had visited Friday. 
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Day said be met a child, who 
was undergoing chemotherapy 
for leukaemia. Day told the boy 
that he would wear the cap at the 
trophy ceremony if he won the 
derby. Day kept his word, 
although the youngster was 
asleep and missed the race. 

“When you see kids fighting 
for their lives, it helps you to get 
your priorities in line,” he said. 

Day has said his priorities- Have 
been reorganised since 1984, 
when he became a born-again 
Christian and stopped abusing 
drugs and alcohol, and in recent 
years be has often given his time 
to charitable causes. 


- JJ 




He also said he would make a 
donation to the Jockeys’ Guild’s 
Disabled Riders Fund in the 
value of the Chrysler automobile 
be received for winning die de- 
rby. 


Dgcamr 


Abdah Commercial Center 
Oraiyah Street, Ground Floor 
P.O. Box 183218 
Amman -Jordan 
Phone 694801 
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Day said be would not donate 
the car itself. 

*Tm keeping the car. There’s a 
place in my garage for it,” he 
said. Tm going to name it Lil E. 
Tee.” 


EXPRESS 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


Peanuts 


IP 



THERE WAS A 
20 PERCENT 
CHANCE OF 
RAIN TODAY.. 



/ And A ^ 
/ 100 PERCENT' 
CHANCE THAT 
I'D BE THE 
ONLY ONE 
STANDING 
^OUT HEREy 
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Nigel Mansell wins 
Spanish Grand Prix 


fresh," said Boutin, his French 
translated by an interpreter. “He 
couldn’t ran as eaaly as he did in 
the past” 


Before the race, Boutin had 
said of the feet that his star had 
‘bad only one derby prep: 

“I didn’t think it was necessary 
to race more because he has a lot 
of knowledge about what to do." 


Day has dominated ChurcfaxU 
Downs for many years, winning 
more races at the storied track 
than any other jockey. But Chur- 
chill Downs’ best-known race, 
the Kentucky Derby, had eluded 
the haO of famer nine times. 


Day’s drought ended Saturday 
when Lil E. Tee won the race. 

Day had ridden three consecu- 
tive second-place derby finishes 
with well-regarded contenders — 
Forty Niner in 1988, big favourite 
Easy Goer in 1989 and Summer 
Squall in 1990. 


BARCELONA (AF) — Nigel 
Mansell overcame a rain- 
drenched track and a mid-race 
charge by Michael Schumacher to 
win Sunday’s Spanish Grand Prix 
by 24 seconds. 

It was his fourth consecutive 
victory this season. 

Mansell, like all the drivers 
fighting to keep his Williams from 
spinning in the persistent rain, 
completed 65 laps on the Cata- 
lunya Grant in 1 hour, 56 mi- 
nutes. 11 seconds. 

Schumacher, a Benetton driver 
bidding to give Germany its first 
Grand Prix victory since 1975, 
dosed to within 4.5 seconds of 
Mansell on lap 50 but could get 
no closer. 

Jean Alesi was third for Fer- 
rari, less than three seconds be-, 
hind Schumacher, despite collid- 
ing with two different cars during 
the race. Gerhard Berger was 
fourth in bis McLaren. 

Three- time world champion 
Ayrton Senna r was third in his 


McLaren until three laps from the 
end when be skidded off tbe trade 
mid failed to finish. 


■ The ran was light at die start of 
the race, but grew progressively 
harder throughout the 308555- 
kilometre (191.727-nrile) contest 
Several cars spun off die slippery 
track, with at least three hitting 
backside walk. 

Mansell, who has won races on 
four continents this season, tied 
Senna's 1991 record of w inning 
four races to open the season.- 
Tbe Briton also has won in South 
Africa, Mexico and Brazil this 
year. 


Mansell started from the pole 
position, as he had in each of his 
previous three victories this year, 
and never trailed in the race. He 
built a lead of more than 20 
seconds after a third of the race, 
then had to fight off Schumacher. 

The German dosed to within 
4.5 seconds on lap 50, but Man- 
sell then took off. 


Through the years of dis- 
appointments, the 38-year-old 
Day said he never lost faith that 
some day his mount would wear 
the garland of roses. 


Bruguera wins in Madrid 


“Sweet Jesus, hallelnjiah," be 
told a television interviewer while 
still aboard the winner, shortly 
after crossing the finish line. 


Later he said: “I have stated 
emphaticall y and time again 
that I thought there was a darby 
out there with my name on it. I 
just couldn’t be more pleased it 
happened with Mr. Partee and 
(trainer) Mr. (Lynn) Whiting 
there.” 


MADRID (AP) — Sergi Bru- 
goera's first major victory in his 
home country came Sunday in a 
three-set win over countryman 
Carlos Costa in the $750,000 Gty 
Of Madrid Grand Prize, a match 
decided in a hard-fought first set 
that took more than an hour to 
play. 

Fifth-seeded Brugncra won 7-6 
(8-6), 6-2, 6-2 — but it was the 
first set that made the difference. 


Seventh-seeded Costa, almost 
unbeatable this season cm day, 
lost seven set-points and seemed 
jittery against the dam Bruguera. 


Bruguera and Costa should be 
•strong threats in the French Open 
later this month where day spe- 
cialists from Spain have stumbled 
recently. The last Spaniard to win 
the French Open was Andres 
Gimeno in 1972. 


Leeds celebrates title 
with 1-0 win at home 


LONDON (R) — Leeds United 
celebrated die English first divi- 
sion soccer title they chnched a 
week ago with a 1-0 home win 
over Norwich, striker Rod Wal- 
lace scoring a fine solo goal after 
25 minutes. 

Despite a week of celebrations 
culminating in .curtain Gordon 
Stxachan hoisting aloft the league 
trophy at their packed Elland 
Road ground amid wild cheering' 
and fireworks, there was no han- 
gover. 

French striker Eric Cantona, 
who before the match signed a 
three-year contract- to complete 
his £900.000 ($159 rnfibon) trans- 
fer from Nifties, came dose to 


scoring twice early on. 

Leeds finished on 82 points 
with Manchester United second 
.on 78 and Sheffield Wednesday 
third on 75. 


United, favourites up to last 
weekend to lift their first tide in 
25 years, rediscovered their 'scor- 
ing touch too late in a 3-1 home 
win over Tottenham. 


England captain Gary Lineker, 
bound for Japan next year, 
bowed out of English dnb soccer 
in front of a 42,000 crowd at Old 
Trafibrd with Tottenham's con- 
solation goal four minutes from 
timerit was hn 3Z2idd goal in 626 
first class matches. 


Dramatic late goals keep 
up tense Bundesliga race 


BONN (R) — Dramatic late 
goals kept Eintracht Frankfurt 
and VFB Stuttgart ueck-aud-neck 
in the race for the German first 
division tide Saturday. 

But Bornssia Dortmund, who 
had made up the leading 
triumveratc, lost precious ground 
after just managing to snatch a 

2- 2 chaw at home to Borussia 
Moenchen gl adbach . 

Eintracht, seeking their first 
championship for more than 30 
years, scored three times in the 
last six minutes to stay top with a 

3- 0 home victory over struggling 
Duisburg. 

However, the Frankfurt team 
still only lead on goal difference 


from VFB, who had to hit three 
in the last 13 minutes to beat dty 
rivals Stuttgart Kickers 3-1. 

Dortmund slipped a point be- 
hind after their disappointing 
draw but it could have been worse 
had midfielder Michael Zorc not 
snatched an equaliser in the dying 
seconds. 

Only goal difference had separ- 
ated the three before one of the 
most important afternoons of tire 
season. 


With three rounds of the cham- 
pionship remaining, the tightest 
tide race for yean now looks 
.unlikely to be decided before the 
last day on May 16. 


Auriol leads in Corsica rally 


AJACCIO, France (R) — Didier 
Auriol of France sounded a dear 
warning of his intentions to win 
the Tour of Corsica Rally for a 
fourth time when he left title- 
holder Carlos Sainz of Spain trail- 
ing on the first day Sunday. 

Lancia driver Auriol. who 
made the narrow mountain roads 
of Corsica look like a straightfor- 
ward race track as be zipped 
round the tortuous bends, led a 
day of French domination in the 
first four stages. 

He opened a two-second lead 
over compatriot Francois De- 
leconr’s Ford with a third French- 
man Phifippe Bugalski next, 21 
seconds behind in a Lancia. 

“I just attack e d," Auriol said. 
“The car was handling perfectly 


but I didn’t expect to be in the 
lead. I thmk it will now he a tussle 
between me, Deleconr and 
Bugalsld.” 

Toyota driver Sainz, who last 
year ended Auriol’s run of three 
successive victories, was placed 
only seventh, 59 seconds down, 
after gearbox problems and some 
miscalculations in tyre selection. 

With another young Lancia driv- 
er Andrea Aghmi of Italy fourth, 
the Italian stable showed its dear 
superiority over Toyota on Corsi- 
ca’s tarmac roach. 

The Japanese team’s second 
driver Ar inin Schwartz of Ger- 
many, an attacking driver par 
excellence, was in fifth place but 
already 43 secon d s behind the 
leader. 


O TfBi HEMES. 0£ BEMJKMT 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAH SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
eini Titan ueda G Meat, ha 


Q.I — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold 

*62 9AK 0K542 +AKQJ6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 1 0 Pass 
•? 

What do you bid now? 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


What do you bid now? 


Q- 1 A s South, vulnerable, you 
hold: " 

*83 9J9852 08732 *62 

Partner opens tbe bidding with one 
no truajp. What action do you take? 


Q-2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A1063 98 06 4AKQ8742 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 1 0 Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


*65 9J843 0J76 +1095$ 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
1 NT Dbl Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AKJ6 98 05 +KJF87642 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 * Pass 1 0 Pa as 
? 


Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, yoa 
hold: 

*J92 9AJ8 04 *1097662 
Tbe bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
Pass I 0 4 * 5 0 

? 

What action do you take? 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY MAY 4, 1992 . 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroti Ftightar Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Even though your doing tfssoga for 
them, it is going to be riHKmit to 
g*m- the goo d wffl of others. Get 
into whatever problems of corres- 
pondence, communication 

transportation t ha t ferr you. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) ft is 
advisable when in public today to 
show your best tide and to put your 
best foot forward and in this you 
can be aiti me d by a c harmin g 
woman. 


person's needs and don't get mto a 
new business project. . 


URRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Despite the feet tiuTjHs 
Monday get conditions at your 
home on a more harmonious basis 
and don’t go running oft with an 
outsider who is restless. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Messages sent by you to a cfistaace ’ 
can accomplish far better results 
now If you make them personal in 
their nature instead of too business 
Hke. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Its 
now a day to show that pesaon 
whom you are most food of some 
special affection by a present or a 
compliment mmmh of getting into 
practical fames. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) F inM iing up SOUK Q UBldc 
matter that has been taking some 
time fa good if you do so pleasantly 
but don’t get started on a new 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Add 
more charm and beauty to your 
present surroundings for comfort 
and effictency but at the same time 
avoid going to a new interest be- 
fore coamfetins. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Let usual affies know of 
what you consider their best points 
and qualities and sidestep duties 

that are dreary to you and do them 

Inter. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
Dec em be r 21) Think about what 

you can do to improve die appear- 
ance and the value of -whatever 
your property or possessor and 
don't spend ou temporary plea- 
sures. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 go 
January 20) Go after the 
ments and interesting personal 

things that you Gke to do the most 

and avoid a ticking around die 
bouse and accomp&bing very fit- 
tie. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Take tome time out today to 
show the one you care the most 
about that you are aware of that 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You now are i ride to get a 
very down to earth advisor to give 
you recommendations for impro- 
ving your situation m 
and don't ran around with nonpro- 
ductive people. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Think over the most devoted 
and purposeful friends that you 

have and get them to go aioug with 

your personal desires and ignore a 
greedy money hun g ry person. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 






‘l borrowed your false eyelashes!" 2 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold -aiid Bob Lee 


Unscramble then four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ord nary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form tbe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Saturday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: OUNCE CARGO POCKET RBJTOd ‘ 

Answer What the curious mountain climber wanted to 
take— ONE MORE “PEAK" 


THE Daily Crossword by Robert O. WHson 


ACROSS 
1 "La — awe 
Fates" 

5 Walked 
nervously 
10 March dare 

14 Hyalite 

15 Got up 

16 Repast 

17 City of pyramids 

18 Celebrate wikHy 

19 Improve a lane 

20 Flying boat 
22 Pressed 
24 Quieting 

medicines 
26 Dairy product' 

29 Made angry 

33 Difficult 

34 Cavalry sword 

37 Scorch 

38 MatalHc rock 
38 Block 

40 From — Z 

41 Retigtous group 
43 Spaghetti 

45 Explorer Hedfn 

46 Leras properties 
46— Creed 

50 Bird of falconry 
53 Soto 
EG Thin shaving 

60 The Saint's 
symbol 

61 Pavarotti's fold 
63 — avail 


anaa 

aw 

ail 


anaaaud 

■■■ annHH 

m aaau mmuu 

i Hill 

■aim 3 


ei«*a ihoum Mama 3v«n m 
n ngm Rmmvm 


64 idle 

65 Dynamite name 

88 Revise texts 
67 Show Wz - 

acronym 

66 MimiCS 

89 Love to excess 


DOWN 

1 Some wheels 

2 "Baked in 

3 — Strip 

spectacles 

6 Place of combat 

7 Commandment 
word 

8 Native: tuff. 

9 Sat free . 


10 Taxes 

11 College VIP 

12 Root overhang 

13 Vehicle 

21 Bandleader 
Brown 

23 No longer 
working: appr. 

25 Unable to mom 

26 Selected 

27 Leverets 

28 Vertical 

30 Vacation 

31 Devoured 

32 Buzz 
35 Degrade 
36 — relief 
42'Kkid of pudding 

43 Literary 
character 

44 Beasts 

45 Perfumed 
47 Decimal base 

49- Feminine 

. suffix 

51 Diving bird 

52 More scarce 


Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nmnnn nnnin 
nnnnrcRRniniv, nnnn 
nrannnmn ranrannnrn 
„„ nnn nnnri nnn 
nrann nnnnnnnn 
pmn nnn nnnnn 
□nnra nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnm i7,nn 

_ nnnnQRpin onno 

nnm nnnn non 
□nnnnnn mnnnnnn 
nnsn □□EnRnnnnn 
nnnn nmnon rmno 
nqpfi nnrr.nn nnnir 


53 The Metsptay ; 57 Fuss 
58 Entity 

ffi-ake 59 Speck 

55 Touched ground 62 Explode 
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Markets 


Jordan Times 

.in co-opantlon with 

Cairo Amman Bai 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(April 27-May 1, 1992) 


AMMAN— Sinpriaad by the Gronp of Serco’s apparent dedaveaeg to 
“PP 0 *® 6 S™®* ”“*• trad ers^ took the Japanese unit sharply 

. 'goer Mo aay^ Market participants had been particularly surprised 
wbM WVCTaloffiaab reiterated the Cominuraque's message that tower 
yraea^ia^^rwes were cotmterproductive to world trade. Rumours 
mta ™* i ** hence eoough to trigger a wave 
<rf dollar Kffipg. In Germany, the resignation of two mimsters, together 
yM . a^ puMie sector strike brought lean of a state of unrest and 
pstsWiiy, which thus pressured the mart The Swiss franc, oo the other 
tana, posted some gams following the Swiss President's announcement 
that his eomttry was applying for EC mcmlmri^-_^ 

- T he dolla r retreated moderately agktimn&y on a 
combinatKM] of disappointing U.S. ertummir: t fyta and a rise in German 
riiort term money market interest rates after the Bundesbank drained 
liquidity from the banking system. Against the yen, the dollar gnii wt 
™*&aOy on news that Japanese industrial production feD by 23 per 
cant ca March and after the Ministry of International T rade an " T> KVffr y 
in di c at ed that another drop was stiO a possibility. w»wv of Japan 
intervention hunted the yen’s decline, however. 

Whpe trading remained quiet and subdued Wednesday and Tokyo 
d osed on an official holiday, the dollar rallied to fi n i s h at its highest 
dosing levels of the week against most major currencies at 1.6575 
marks, 133.45 yen and 1.7725 dollars to the pound Sterhng. 

Towards the end of the week, the dollar deefined significantly, 
however, u nder the cu m ulative effect of dvfl unrest in Los Angeles, a 
weak U.S. economic report and technical considerations. OaT she 
economic ride, the National Purchasing Mana gemen t Tn ^-y fefl to 513 
per cent in April from 54.1 per cent in March, while on the 
side, the dollar's breach of support 1.64 maria and 13080 Swiss francs 
accentuated its decline. The dollar thus ended the week at its lowest 
dosing levels, an average of one per cent tower against European 
currencies and 1.4 per cent lower « gam«* the yen. 

This week’s activity is expected to focus on the release of the U.S. 
April employment report. Observ er s, however, do not rule out the 
possibility of a further dollar decline to 1.62 or even 1.6050 marks in a 
tec hn ic a l correction, before it assumes its expected ascendence to 1.70 
mark s in the medium term. They nevertheless base tins on economic 
considerations rather than the Los Angeles rioting, which the majority 
dunk will soon ‘blow over.* Recent confirmation that the American 
economic recovery was still stow necessitates a downward dollar 
correction, in the opinion of many, since cont inu ed eh-mmei for dollars 
requires a forecast of substantial ca pital gains to outweigh its huge yield 
disadvantage. As for die Japanese unit, analysts connqented tbti any 
rise in the currency’s exchange rate wil remain short-lived unless 
substantiated by promising Japanese econo mi c data or concerted central 
bank intervention. 


INww York Closing 
US. Dollar 


Bates for Major 


Against the 


Currency 

24/4/92 
. Close 


Percent 

Change 


1.7727 

1.7865 




1 .6405 

.,64 SS 

Swiss Franc 

1.5290 


IHRH51 

French Franc 

5.5725 

5.5330 


Japanese Yen - 



9mm 


USD hr STG 


Eur o- C urr on qr I n tr ust Katas* 


i 


Currency 

24/4/1992 

1/5/1992 


l-Year (%i 

l-Moott (%) 

l-Yrar l%| 

U.S. Dollar 

3.94 

4.62 

3.81 

4,% 

Sterling Pound 

10.43 

10.37 

10.37 

10.25 

Deutsche Mark 

9.75 

9.62 

9.68 

9.62, 

Swiss Franc 

8.87 

8.31 

8.81 

8.31 

French Franc 

9.93 

9.90 

9.93 

9.90 

Japanese Yen 

4.75 

4.59 

4.71 

4.59 


Interbank bid rales far mount* ruwdtai C.K. DoUars 1 .000.000 or equivalent 


Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rata 


■Batin 

Data 


3/5/1992 



Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6870 

0.6890. 

Sterling Pound 

1.2260 

1.2321 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4183 

0.4204 

Swiss Franc 

0.4569 

0.4592 

French Franc 

0.1241 

0.1247 

Japanese Yen 4 


• 

0.5202 


0.3719 

Q.373B 

Swedish Krona 

0.1159 

0.1165 

Italian Lira 4 

Q.Q557 

0.0560 

Belgian Franc 





Survey finds widespread 
discrimination against blacks 
and Hispanics in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Discri- 
mination is pervasive in bousing 
markets, with blacks and Hispa- 
nics routinely turned away, 
charged higher prices or steered 
to minority neighbourhoods, a 
government-sponsored nation- 
wide survey has found. 

The bousing discrimination 
study, conducted by die Urban 
Institute and Syracuse University 
for the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, con- 
cluded that more than 50 per- cent 
of blacks and Hispanics trying to 
rent or buy a home face biased 
treatment when compared to 
whites. 

Project research director John 
Yinger said the study, conducted 
in the spring and summer of 1989, 
was the first to document bousing 
discrimination against Hispanics 
on a nationwide basis. Instances 
of bias against Hispanics, be said, 
were “troublmgty high,” compa- 
rable to that suffered by blacks. 

The survey consisted of 3,800 
audits, or paired tests, in 25 
metropolitan areas. White testers 
posed as housing customers with 
similar incomes and schooling as 
black or Hispanic testers, and 
their treatment was compared. 

Overall, it was estimated that 
blacks face discrimination 56 per 
cent of the time they seek to rent 
a house, and 59 per cent of the 
time they try to buy a home. The 
figures for Hispanics were 50 per 
cent and 56 per cent, respective- 
ly- 

Mr. Yinger said most instances 
of discrimination were “not the 
most blatant kind,.not slamming 
the door in someone’s face.” 
Rather, it consisted of minorities 
being shown fewer units, being 
quoted higher prices for rentals, 
receiving less information about 
mortgages or being steered to 
non-white neighbourhoods. 

“Much of it would be very 
difficult for minorities to dis- 
cern,” said the Urban Institute’s 
Margery Turner, deputy research 


director of the project. But she 
said all such practices are illegal 
under the fair housing act of 1968 
and congressional amendments 
passed in 1988 to encourage 
tougher enforcement- 

The survey revealed that 21 per 
cent of both blacks and Hispanics 
encountered some sort of illegal 
“steering,” where real estate or 
rental agencies guide minority 
idients to predominantly non- 
white neighbourhoods, or areas 
of lower per capita income or 
lower house values. 

Mr. Yinger said only minor 
variations were found among 
different cities and regions. “I 
was struck by how few significant 
differences there were,” he said. 
“There is discrimination almost 
everywhere yon go.” 

Meanwhile a leading dvil rights 
group has said that blade Amer- 
icans were in an economic de- 
pression that is not being eased 
by proposals either from Republi- 
can President George Bush or his 
Democratic challengers. 

“Every indicator of economic 
well being shows that African 
Americans are doing far worse 
than whites,” said John Jacob, 
president of the Urban League. 
“We were in a recession before 
tins recession hit, and now we are 
in a deep economic depression.” 

Mr. Jacob spoke as the league 
issued its 17th annual reports on 
“The State of Black America,’’ 
reiterating its demand for a 
domestic “Marshall plan” of eco- 
nomic support for education, job 
training, transportation, water 
supplies and waste treatment and 
telecommunications technology. 

Asked about presidential 
candidates’ proposals for relief 
for middle-income Americans, 
Mr. Jacob said. **I think it’s a 
diversionary issue. I have heard 
that middle-class people are 
angry and what we are seeing is 
the rebelling of middle-class peo- 
ple to . their plight.” 
t “I will tell yon that if middle- 
class people are angry because of 


18 months of recession, they 
ought to try being black with 400 
years of oppression,” he said. 

“This country can not deal with 
her productivity issues, her com- 
petitiveness issues, unless we deal 
with people who have the 
greatest need,” said Mr. Jacob. 

Asked whether the candidates 
were ignoring these issues, he 
said, “I think they have a long 
way to go to put together a 
programme of inclusiveness.” 

He said he believed the Demo- 
crats have to some extent skirted 
the issue because of a fear of 
being perceived as “a party of 
black people and a party of spe- 
cial interests.” 

He said some proposals to deal 
with the plight of low-income 
people had been made “but they 
are not enough, yet.” 

“What we need is a compre- 
hensive plan and a commitment 
to do something about these con- 
cerns and these problems if they 
are elected,” he said. 

*T think there are some who 
^are beginning to realise that we 
'have to do something about the 
infrastructure,” be said. “They 
all say we have to do something 
about employment.” 

“What we have to see, though, 
is what they have in mind and 
would have as their programme. 
Pm very disturbed that national 
leadership — in both parties — 
thinks this recession can be 
waited out or fixed with a little 
tinkering,” said Mr. Jacob. ‘Tin 
disturbed by proposals for tax 
cats that would drain away re- 
sources that should be used to 
create jobs.” 

“Fm disturbed by trips to beg 
the Japanese to start affirmative 
action programmes for U.S. ex- 
ports,” he said, referring to Mr. 
Bush’s early January visit to 
Japan seeking increased purch- 
ases of American autos and other 
products. 

“This recession won’t be fixed 
by smoke and mirrors or by poli- 
tical grandstanding,” he said. 


Yeltsin vows to tackle 
Russian Budget crisis 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin has vowed to 
take strict measures to resolve his 
country's budget crisis, but the 
centra] bank warned of a desper- 
ate need to print more money. 

“The government will deal 
very seriously and attentively 
with the budget of the country,” 
Mr. Yeltsin told die Supreme 
Legislature. 

“Russia must and will live 
according to her means,” be said 
in a dear rebuff to conservative 
deputies demanding that the gov- 
ernment relax tight monetary 
policies and spend more to 
cushion the effects of inflation. 

Russia’s government is seeking 
to cut its budget deficit for this 
year to 13 per cent of gross 
nati o n a l product (GNP); down 
from 18 per cent in 1991. 

But it 1ms been forced into 
some concessions by deputies, 
who are concerned that industries 
are being brought to their knees 
by cash shortages and that the 
weakest sectors of the population 
are suffering unduly. 

The central bank told deputies 
in an information note that its 
printing presses could not cope, 
with demand for roubles at a time 
of soaring inflation and demands’ 
for higher wages. 

The note was issued as parlia- 
ment decided to. more than dou- 
ble minimum wages and pen- 
sions. 

ITAR-TASS news agency said 
the minimum wage for employees 
of state-funded e n te r prises and 


organisations would be 900 rou- 
bles ($9 at the central bank’s 
fixed “market” rate), up from the 
present level of 342 roubles 
($3.42). 

The minimum pension will go 
up to the same level. The govern- 
ment had planned to raise the 
minim am wage to only 750 rou- 
bles ($730) a month and pen- 
sions to 650 roubles ($630). 

Economics Minister Andrei 
Nechayev told reporters: “It 
won’t ruin the budget but that 
means several additional tens of 
billions of roubles.” 

The central bank called for 
urgent measures to boost tire 
capacity of the presses, mobilise 
cash reserves held by local au- 
thorities and increase tine use of 
cheques. 

It backed up its request with 
figures showing cash supplies 
growing at an alarming rate. Af- 
ter an 89 billion rouble ($890 
million) jump in 1991, another 79 
billion roubles ($790 million) was 
added in tbs first quarter of this 
year. 

Inflation has been running at 
30 to 40 per cent a month since 
price controls were lifted in Janu- 
ary and many enterprises have 
been unable to meet costs for raw 
materials and pay wages. 

In hu speech to congress, Mr. 
Yeltsin said the government was 
working on steps to combat a 
slump in production, while at the 
same time improving soda! wel- 
fare and agricultural policy. He 
gave no details. 
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Tom Cruise ~ In 

DAYS OF THUNDER! t 

Shows: 12-30, 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 pjn.Pfe^-: 

On Thursday and Friday we have special shows for 
children at 11 am. the ffirn is: 

“The Fox and the Hound" 



Cinema 
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Today and every 'day you can meet with 

RabieShihab 

performing at the Nabil A! Mashini Theatre m a play - 
sniffled: 

Arabs of the year 2000 

In cooperation with Yoi®^" Yousef - Ali Abdul Aziz- 
and a group of your favourite actors. y 
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Noor Al Sharif 
in 

NAJ1 AL AU 

(Arabic) 
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Shows: 330, 630, 830, 1030 








The government has approved 
billions of roubles in new credits 
for agriculture and industry, but 
the effect of this could be offset 
by higher energy prices expected 
to be introduced later this year. 

Economic reform chief Yegor 
Gaidar said Russia’s radical eco- 
nomic reform programme is in 
danger of being derailed by a 
soaring budget deficit 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted Mr. Gaidar as telling a 
cabinet meeting that predicted 
expenditure patterns in the draft 
budget for the second quarter of 
this year were” very dangerous.” 
Finance Minister Vasily Bar- 
chuk told the meeting that the 
fast quarter deficit of 243 billion 
roubles ($240.3 million at the 
central bank’s fixed “market” 
rale) would rocket to 205 billion 
roubles ($2.05 billion in the 
second quarter. 

The planned increase would 
cover higher spending on social 
protection, credits to enterprises 
and greater military expenditure 
to pay for the cost of withdrawing 
Russian troops from abroad. 

Mr. Gaidar is dearly worried' 
that the deficit figures could 
affect country’s chances of getting 
much-needed foreign aid. 

ITAR-TASS said Mr. Gaidar 
did not role out cutting spending 
plans by five to seven per cent if 
he deemed it necessary to keep 
his reform programme on track. 

“The second quarter budget 
will be softer than for the first 
quarter,” gover nm ent economic 
advisor Alexei Ulyukayev told a 
news briefing. The budget must 
be passed by parliament. 

Mr. Ulyukayev said the second 
quarter deficit would amount to 
6.8 per cent of GNP with the 
figure for the first half of the year 
set at 4.8 per cent. The overall 
1992 deficit is planned to be 3.6 
per cent of GNP. 
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EC, EFTA join to form 
huge European market 


OPORTO, Portugal (R) — West- 
ern Emope's two main trading 
blocs linked up Saturday to form 
the world's largest and most 
powerful common market. 

Foreign ministers of the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) and the 
Europ ean Free Trade Area 
(EFTA) signed a treaty joining 
their 19 states and 380 million 
people in a new European Eco- 
nomic Area (EEA). 

Portuguese Foreign Minister 
Joao de Deus Pinheiro, speaking 
for the EC, said the new grouping 
“represents 40 per cent of world 
trade, with the prospect of creat- 
ing die most important economic 
bloc in the world.” 

Portuguese Prime Minister 
Anibal Cavaco Silva highlighted 
the EEA’s role 'in linking 
together Europe’s established 
democracies. 

“In a Europe whose history has 
been marked by fratricidal con- 
flicts... we are now building a vast 
area of freedom in which the 
barriers that divide its citizens are 
being thrown assunder,” he said. 

Po rtugal, which belonged to 
EFTA for 25 years until it joined 
the EC in 1986, is the Commun- 
ity’s current president. 

The 10,000-page EEA treaty, 
allowing for the free movement 
of goods, labour, service and 
capital between member states, 
was signed in the ornate Arabic 
room of the 19th century stock 
exchange in Portugal’s northern 
dty of Oporto. 

It is due to come into effect on 


Jan. 1, 1993 when the EC drops 
the last of its own internal cus- 
toms barriers. 

But diplomats say delays 
already suffered through legal 
hitches and the need for a re- 
ferendum on the treaty in 
Switzerland may prevent it from 
being ratified in time by the 
parliaments of all 19 states. 

For many EFTA countries, 
such as Sweden, Finland and Au- 
stria which have already applied 
to join the EC, the EEA repre- 
sents a halfway house to full 
membership of the Community. 

Switzerland and Norway are 
also considering applications to 
join the EC. Only Iceland and 
tiny Liechtenstein are not. 

Mr. Dens Pinheiro recognised 
the transitory nature of the EEA, 
saying “we have not sought to 
attain an objective which will be 
fixed for all time, but rather to 
complete one stage of a path 
along which we have advanced 
with a security and firmness of 
purpose.” 

Jacques Defers, president of 
the EC’s executive commission, 
said the EEA treaty was “the first 
step towards the architecture of a 
greater Europe.” 

Mr. Deus Pinheiro urged the 
formerly communist states of 
eastern and central Europe, 
many of which are presently split- 
ting apart, to learn from the 
EEA’s example that there were' 
economic advantages in greater 
cooperation. 

Negotiations to establish the 
EEA began in June 1990, but 


they hit a snag last November 
when the European Court of Jus- 
tice, the ECs highest court, ruled 
that a rrangements for a joint EC- 
EFTA court contravened the 
Community’s founding treaty. 

The Luxembourg-based court 
lifted its objections last month on 
condition that a joint committee 
set up to settle EEA-linked dis- 
putes did not touch upon EC 
court rulings. 

The final hurdle, a dispute be- 
tween Austria and the EC on 
truck transit rights, was only re- 
solved last Thursday after last 
minute bargaining ov&r the num- 
ber of trucks Austria would allow 
through each year. 

Icelandic Foreign Minister Jon 
Hannibalsson, speaking for 
EFTA, said the creation of the 
EEA was a “considerable 
achievement” after long arduous 
negotiations between the two 
trading blocs. . 

“At the beginning many 
thought that joining oil and water 
could be more easily joined,” he 
said. 

Mr. Hannibalsson said Europe 
had never been “a closed shop” 
and he urged the EEA to re main 
open to the new democracies of 
eastern Europe and other parts of 
the world. 

The signing ceremony, 
attended by 10 of the 12 EC 
foreign ministers and ministers 
from all seven EFTA countries, 
followed a two-day meeting of 
EC foreign ministers' at the near- 
by town of Guimaraes. 


Striking German unions 
threaten to hit airports 


BONN (R) — Striking German 
pnblic sector unions plan to 
widen their walkout Monday to 
ground most commercial air traf- 
fic and halt freight trams unless 
the government makes a last- 
minute pay offer. 

But union officials said Sunday 
there were no signs the govern- 
ment would cave in to Germany's 
longest post-war public sector 
strike which enters its second 
week Monday. 

OETV public sector union 
chairwoman Monika Wulf- 
Mathies said the strike had to be 
stepped np because the govern- 
ment refused to raise its offer of a 
4.8 per cent pay increase for two 
million public sector workers. 

‘’This is the only way to force 
die employer to see reason.” Ms. 
Wulf-Mathies said in a statement. 

Unions are demanding a 93 
per cent increase, or an offer 


considerably higher than a 5.4 per 
cent mediation bid thrown out by 
tiie government last month on the 
grounds that it would jeopardise 
jobs and recovery in the impover- 
ished former communist east. 

Union officials said the airports 
of Berlin, Cologne/Bonn, Dues- 
seldorf, Hanover, Hamburg and 
Munich would be drawn into the 
walkout Monday. 

Airport firemen would strike, 
meaning safety at takeoffs and 
landings could no longer be 
guaranteed, the officials said. 

They said Frankfort airport, 
the busiest in continental Europe, 
would be hit from Tuesday. 

“The strikes will disrup t ai r 
traffic considerably,” an OETV 
spokesman said. 

The GDED railway workers’ 
onion said it would attempt to 
stop the movement of freight 
trains. 


“We will disrupt goods traffic 
so severely that within a few 
hours nothing will move.” union 
chairman Rudi Schaefer told BQd 
am Sonntag newspaper. 

Unions also theatened to black 
out national television at a date 
still to be fixed. 

If 40 technicians in major dty 
television centres laid down their 
tools, Germany’s main ARD and 
ZDF channels wonld go off the 
air, a union official told B3d am 
Sonntag. 

The strike has already left gar- 
bage piling up in major dties, 
delayed postal services, limited 
several hospitals to emergency 
services and crippled public trans- 
port in many areas, including 
Germany’s most populous state 
North Rhine-Westphalia. 

In Frankfurt, port offices were 
filled to capacity with some 12 
million undelivered letters. 


General Motors to restructure 
into 2 slimmed-down divisions 


DETROIT (R) — Three weeks 
after its board shook up its execu- 
tive ranks. General Motors Corp 
(G.M.) has said it would split its 
North American operations into 
two slimmed-down divisions, one 
for cars and one for trucks. 

G.M. also announced plans to 
raise money by selling 50 million 
shares of stock in an offering 
valued at $2.1 billion. 

In a satellite broadcast to em- 
ployees, Chairman Robert Stem- 
pel and newly appointed Presi- 
dent John Smith said the plan will 
eliminate 20,000 white-collar jobs 
by 1995. 

That is about a quarter of the 
74,000 jobs that Mr. Stempel has 
said will be cut by then. 

The plan undoes the structures 
established in 1984 by Mr. Stem- 
pel’s predecessor, Roger Smith, 
who created one division for large ■ 
cars, one for small cars and one 
for trucks. 

Mr. Stempel and Mr. Smith 
said in a statement that the moves 
“wifl enable us to accelerate the 
fundamental changes necessary 
to reduce costs, restore profitabil- 
ity to our core North American 
vehicle business and strengthen 
G.M.'s performance throughout 
the world.” 


G-M . spokesman John Mueller 
said, “you won’t have as many 
people doing things in different 
places. This leans up the orga- 
nisation.” 

Automotive analysts said the 
beleaguered company is likely to 
emerge from its latest restructur- 
ing as a much smaller automaker 
with fewer car lines. 

But Mr. Stempel and other 
G.M. officials denied a report in 
the Washington Post that the 
automaker was considering elimi- 
nating some of its most popular 
car lines, including the Pontiac 
Grand Prix and the Chevrolet 
Caprice. 

The Post, quoting unidentified 


industry sources, also said the 
company was considering folding 
GMC trucks into its Chevrolet 
division to reduce the number of 
G.M. nameplates. 

The $2.1 billion offering could 
be raised to $2.4 billion if a 73 
million share over-allotment op- 
tion is exercised. 

Industry analysts said the offer- 
ing was aimed at maintaining the 
company’s dividend and protect- 
ing future spending on develop- 
ing new products. 

On April 6, G.M.’s aboard of 
directors exhibited a rare glimpse* 
of independence when they 
ordered Mr. Stempel' to demote 
president Lloyd Reuss and prom- 
ote Mr. Smith. 


REQUIRED 

Teachers of English for Summer School 

English native speakers (preferably graduates) to teach 
children and adults. 

For further Information please call 
Tel. No. 680726, between 10 a.m. & 4 p.m. 


Furnished ground floor with garden in a prominent area of 
Jabal Amman — 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spacious 
reception, dining, maid's room with bath, modem kitchen 
and a large terrace, and a large water reservoir — total 
area circa 300m 2 . Location 4th Circle, dose to Japan' 
Embassy, facing the entrance to the Korean Embassy 
residential complex. 

Please call 602956 or contact personally at 
the building, 1st floor. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

We seek to purchase all kinds of 
uncirculated old currency paper 
money or coins. 

Excellent prices 

Please contact: 675831 - 664318/ 
Abu Khaled 



We are looking for an executive secretary: 

1. Speaks and writes fluent English. 

2. Types Arabic and English. 

3. Experienced in computer: WP, Lotus, D Base. 

4. Age group 21- 28. 

If you feel qualified, please contact 

669149 - 670720 
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Fighting subsides ahead of 
Bosnian president’s release 


SARAJEVO (R) — Fighting 
subsided in Sarajevo Sunday as 
the Serb-led Yugoslav army pre- 
pared to release the detained 
president of Bosnia-Heizegovina 
to U.N. and European Commun- 
ity (EC) representatives, Tanjug 
News Agency said. 

The Belgrade-based agency 
quoted the Yugoslav Defence 
Ministry as saying President Alija 
Izetbegovic would be banded 
over during the morning to an 
official of U.N. peacekeeping 
forces and an EC peace monitor. 

The army said it detained Mr. 
Izetbegovic for his own safety at 
Sarajevo airport Saturday as 
fighting between federal forces 
and Muslim and Croat militias 
raged in the Bosnian capital. 

Fighters of the newly- 
independent republic’s Serb 
minority poured mortar fire on 
Sarajevo from surrounding hill- 
sides into the early hours of Sun- 
day, ignoring a ceasefire agreed 
by leaders of all sides. 

* Tanjug and Sarajevo Radio 
said later that the bombardment 
died down and the city centre was 
calm again by dawn. 

Both sides said many people 
were killed in several hours of 
fighting over Bosnia's recently- 
won independence. Pails of black 
smoke from burning buildings 
rose above the city. 

A European Community offi- 
cial who helped negotiate tbe 
ceasefire said he was abandoning 
efforts until Sunday morning to 
win the release of Bosnian Presi- 
dent Alija Izetbegovic, a Muslim, 
because the army had not cooper- 
ated. 

“I have given the JNA (Yugos- 
lav army) two hours to contact 
me. I am not going out there into 
Gung-Ho territory and risk peo- 
ple’s lives," EC envoy Colm 
Doyle told reporters. 

He had offered to obtain Mr. 


Izetbegovic’s release by going in a 
United Nations armoured vehicle 


to the Lukavica Barracks outside 
Sarajevo where the president was 
being held. 


The army detained Mr. Izetbe- 
govic when he arrived at Sarajevo 
airport from failed EC-mediated 
peace talks in Lisbon. It said he 
was not a prisoner and was de- 
tained for his own safety, but it 
said it would free him only if 
fighting stopped. 

‘The army waited for me at the 
airport. I am virtually a prison- 
er,” Mr. Izetbegovic said in a 
dramatic conversation with the 
army and Bosnian leaders broad- 
cast live on Sarajevo Radio. 

Diplomatic sources said U.S. 
Ambassador Warren Zimmer- 
mann had contacted the army to 
demand Mr. Izetbegovic’s release 
and was in touch with Western 
governments, which have accused 
the military and the Republic of 
Serbia of aggression in Bosnia. 

Saturday's battles were tbe 
fiercest in Sarajevo since Bosnia’s 
Serb minority, tacitly backed by 
the Yugoslav army, started resist- 
ing Bosnia’s independence. 

The army, regarded by pro- 
independence Croats and Mus- 
lims as a foreign occupying force, 
said “full-scale war" had broken 
out. Each side blamed the ocher 
for the fighting. 

More than 300 people have 
been killed and 400,000 have 
been forced from their homes in 
the last eight weeks. Internation- 
al mediation to end the fighting 
has failed. 

No total death toll from the 
latest battles was available but at 
least 10 people were known to 
have been killed in Sarajevo. 

Fighting also broke out in the 
southwestern city of Mostar and 
the Yugoslav Air Force destroyed - 
a bridge linking Bosnia and 
Croatia. 

EC officials said a Belgian 
member of the Community’s 
monitoring team was lolled by 
anti-aircraft fire in southwest 
Bosnia as battles raged outside 
the capital. 

He was the first EC monitor 
killed in Bosnia, although five EC 
officials died in January when the 
Yugoslav army shot down a heli- 



Refegees sit cramped in a Yugoslav Air Force transport plane at 
Sarajevo waiting for tt to take off for Belgrade 


copter over Croatia which, like 
Bosnia, Macedonia and Slovenia, 
has declared independence from 
Yugoslavia. 

In Zagreb, the Ministry of In-, 
formation charged Sunday that at 
least 40 Bosnian refugees, mainly 
mothers with their children, were 
killed when Serb forces blew up a 
bridge they were trying to cross. 

Croatia said the civilians were 
fleeing fighting in north eastern 
Bosnia to Croatia when die Sava 
River Bridge at Brcko, about ISO 
kilometres southeast of Zagreb, 
was destroyed Thursday. 

The Ministry of Information 
statement quoted police in 
Brcko, a town on the Bosnian 
side of die border. 

European Community cease- 
fire observers in Yugoslavia have 
suspended their activities follow- 
ing the death of the Belgian 
monitor in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
a spokesman for the observer 
force said Sunday. 

The spokesman, Joao Caetano 
Da Silva, told Lisbon’s TSF 
Radio by telephone from Yugos- 
lavia that the observer force had 
suspended its ceasefire monitor- 
ing duties indefinitely while it 


reconsidered its role. 

Tbe Belgian observer was kil- 
led in crossfire near Mostar in 
southern Bosnia Saturday while 
on a mission to repair a damaged 
electrical installation. 


Italy Sunday called on the 
Serb- led Yugodav army to re- 
lease the detained president of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and with- 
draw from tbe republic. 

A Foreign Ministry statement, 
said the behaviour of the Yugos- 
lav army in Bosnia made it im- 
possible to enforce any of tbe 
ceasefire agreements brokered by 
the European Community. 

“The forced detention of Bos- 
nian President (Alija) Izetbego- 
vic in a federal barracks is the 
latest, serious gesture in this 
sense," the statement said. 

“Italy requests his immediate 
release and repeats the invitation 
for the federal army to withdraw 
from Bosnia-Herzegovina,” it 
added. 


The Foreign Ministry sum- 
moned Ambassador Dusan 
Strbac of Yugoslavia, which has a 
common border with Italy, to 
pass on its protests. 


Sierra Leone coup leaders shorten curfew 


FREETOWN (R) — Sierra 
Leone’s coop leaders, consolidat- 
ing their grip on power, have 
shortened a nighttime curfew and 
purged the heads of the army and 
the police. 


State radio Saturday night said 
the curfew, imposed Thursday 
after troops overthrew President 
Joseph Momoh in a coup which 
hospital sources said left at least 


12 dead, would start at 10 p.m. 
rather than 6 p.m. It will end as 
before at 6 a.m. 

The country remained under a 
formal stale of emergency Sun- 
day but borders were reopened 
Saturday and communications 
restored with the outside world 
after a 48-hour blackout. 

A statement by the ’newly- 
formed National Provisional Rul- 
ing Council (NPRC) said former 


army chief of staff Major-General 
Mohammad Tarawali had been 
replaced by Colonel Joseph 
Gotor. 

Gotor, a member of the 22- 
man ruling council, was field 
commander at Siena Leone’s 
southeastern warfront, where the 
army, for more than a year has 
fought an incursion by Liberian 
rebels in league with Sierra Leo- 
nean dissidents. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tajik president threatens crackdown 


MOSCOW (R) — Tajik President Rakhmon Nabiyev Sunday 
threatened to crackdown mercilessly on anti-government protes- 
ters who have brought tbe Central Asian Republic’s capital to a 
standstill. ITAR-TASS News Agency said. Tens of thousands of 
pro-and anti-government demonstrators packed into two squares 
in the capital Dushanbe Sunday for the fifth day running. Mr. 
Nabiyev, who has secured parliamentary approval to introduce 
direct presidential rule for six months, said in a radio address the 
confrontation had reached a critical state. Civil liberties and 
parliamentary activity wfll be suspended during presidential rule 
in what is one of the most conservative republics in tbe former 
Soviet Union. “(During this period) I will try to restore order and 
declare a merciless war on illegal acts.’’ he said. He also 
announced a series of measures to improve living conditions in the 
republic — one of the poorest in tbe new Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) — including price cuts for some foods 
and raw materials. Mr, Nabiyev, who has run Tajikistan for most 
of the last 20 years, Saturday ordered the creation of a national 
guard within two weeks to prevent any outbreak of violence. 


Greek premier arrives in Albania 


TIRANA (R) — Greek Prime Minister Constantine Mitsotakis 
arrived in Albania Sunday on a trip aimed at smoothing strained 
relations between the neighbouring states. It is the second trip by 
Mr. Mitsotakis since January 1991, wben Albania began to 
emerge from 45 years of Stalinist rule which isolated it from the 
rest of the world and reduced its three million inhabitants to 
grinding poverty. Mr. Mitsotakis was welcomed by bis Albanian 
counterpart Aleksander Meksi, a former archaeologist who now 
heads the country's first non-COmmunist government in four 
decades. “This year 1 come in much better circumstances for you, 
and I am very happy about this," Mr. Mitsotakis told Mr. Meksi 
and Foreign Minister Alfred Serreqi at Tirana’s crumbling 
airport. The Greek prime minister is also expected to meet 
Albania's first non-Communist president, Sati Berisha, who led 
the fledgling opposition Democratic Party to victory over tbe 
Communists in elections in March. 


Gorbachev back in U.S. 


SANTA BARBARA (R) — Former Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev set foot on U.S. soil Saturday for the first time since 
he fell from power. Mr. Gorbachev, who now writes newspaper 
columns and heads a Moscow think tank, was greeted at the start 
of a two-week U.S. tour by fonner President Ronald Reagan, a 
close friend. As the two men met on the tarmac at Santa Barbara 
Airport, they hugged each other. Mr. Reagan’s wife, Nancy, and 
Raisa Gorbachev, also embraced. Mr. Gorbachev, who resigned 
as Soviet leader on Dec. 25, 1991, was also accompanied by bis 
daughter, Irira. Mr. Gorbachev is touring tbe United States to 
promote his message for a new world order. There was little 
fanfare or ce remoney as Mr. Gorbachev and Mr. Reagan met. 
Mr. Gorbachev’s arrival was watched by a crowd of only 500 
people, most of them invited by the Arco Petroleum Company, 
which is sponsoring part of the visit. 


CIS oil tanker leaks oil in Aegean 


ATHENS (AP) — A Russian oil tanker collided with cargo ship 
m the Aegean Sea Sunday and spilled less than 4,000 tonnes of 
crude. The Merchant Marine Ministry had initially reported that 
more than 48,000 tonnes of crude oil had spilled into the Aegean. 
U said a small fire that broke out after the 28 .259-tone Geroi 
Chernomorya collided with tbe 3250-tonne Sigulda at 3:10 a.m. 
(0010 GMT) was extinguished. 


Burmese 

dissident 

reunited 

with 

husband 


BANGKOK (R) — Detained 
Nobel Peace laureate Aung San 
Suu Kyi and her British husband 
were spending Sunday together in 
Rangoon, reunited after more 
than two years apart, residents in 
the Burmese capital said. 


Tbe ruling military junta, 
which has kept tbe opposition 
leader under house arrest since 
July 1989, allowed her husband to 
go straight to her borne after he 
arrived in Rangoon Saturday, 
official state radio said. 


Sikh separatists lolled 31 people 
in northern India's Punjab and 
Haryana states during the night, 
news reports said Sunday. 

At least 10 Hindus were killed 
in Haryana state wben a gang of 
militants fired on villagers sleep- 
ing in theopen, tbe Press Trust of 
India (FTl) reported. 

Haryana adjoins Punjab, tbe 
northern state where Sib mili- 
tants have been waging a bloody 
campaign for independence since 
1982. 

In Punjab, at least nine people 
were killed and 20 injured in a 
bomb blast in the town of Gur- 
daspur Saturday night, PTT said. 

The bomb, planted on a bicycle 
in a commercial area of tbe town, 
exploded as shops were closing 
for die day, police said. 

Elsewhere in Punjab, at least 
12 people, induding a magistrate 
I 1 in the town of Jagraon and his 
wife, were killed, PTI said. 

The bodies of magistrate Prem 
Kumar Goel and his wife were 
found in their car early Sunday in 
a rural district, it said. 

The other victims indnded six 
members of a Sikh family drag- 


The scene outside die com- 
pound on University Avenue was 
normal, with barbed wire along 
die fence and soldiers standing 
guard in sentry boxes, the Ran- 
goon residents said. 


No news had emerged from 
inside, they said wben contacted 
by telephone from Bangkok. 

It was the first time Michael 
Arts had seen his wife since De- 
cember, 1989. Tbe family has had 
no contact with her since mid- 
1990 and Prof. Aris has often 
voiced feats about her health. 

The junta announced last week 
it would allow Prof. Aris and the 
.couple’s two sons to visit, one of a 
series of moves away from its 
long-held hardline position. 

Mrs. Aung San Sou Kyi, tbe 
Oxford-educated daughter of 
Banna’s independence hero 
Aung San, became tbe most po- 
tent symbol of democratic 
opposition to the junta after tbe 
bloody suppression of a nation- 
wide uprising in September, 
1988. 


The junta detained her the next 
year on subversion charges and 
the frail 46-year-okTs aon-violent 
struggle against a government 
widely condemned for its brutal- 
ity earned her the Nobel Peace 
Prise in 1991- 

Her National League for 
Democracy swept to victory in 
elections two years ago despite 
her detention, although tbe junta 
has ignored the result and refused 
to band' over power. 


Sikh 

militants kill 
31 in India 


NEW DELHI (R) — Suspected 


ged out of their homes and killed, 
and isolated killings elsewhere in 
the state. 


Cardinal 

calls 

Aquino’s 

candidate 

‘godless’ 


MANILA (R) — The Phflip- 


(R) - 

pines’ top prolate Sunday attack- 
ed as “godless” tbe man Prea- 
dent Corazon Aquino wants to 
succeed her, while gunmen killed 
two more candidates in tbe final 
week of a bitter election cam- 


J arm e Sin urged vo- 
ters to reject Mrs. Aquino’s 
handpicked candidate, fonner 
defence chief Fidel Ramos, be- 
cause of Ins Hnire to tbe martial 
law era under ousted dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos. 

The influential Roman Catho- 
lic prelate asked Fffipmos to 
spurn the candidacies of fonner 
first lady Imelda Marcos and in- 
dustrialist Eduardo Cojuangco, a 
former business associate of tbe 
late dictator. 

Cardinal Sin did not name the 
three but Us references to candi- 
dates who had supp orte d martial 
law left no doubt as to Us targets. 

He called tbe three “godless' 
persons — godless despite their 
outward piety, godless despite 
their public philanthropy." 

“How can we allow our coun- 
try to be run by persons who, 
before God and die Filipmo peo- 
ple, are neither willing to admit 
nor tell tbe truth about what they 
have done in tbe past and what 
they are doing in tbe present?” 
Cardinal Sin said at a prayer rally 
for peaceful elections. 

Results of a nationwide opin- 
ion survey by a Manila radio 
station showed feisty former 
judge Miriam Santiago leading 
the seven-candidate race for pres- 
ident on May 11. 

Gunmen shot dead a town 


mayor and three other people,. 
raising to 26 the death ton in tbe 


also 

and 


run-up to polls that will 
choose a new Congress 
17,000 local officials. 

Mayor Wilson Antonio was ab- 
out to speak at a rally in central 
Antique province Saturday wben 
seven men shot him. IBs son, 
who had grabbed tbe gun of one 
of tbe assassins, and a local coun- 
cilman were also ksQed, police 
said. . - 

In Pangarinan province north 
of Manila, unknown men on Fri- 
day tossed a grenade into the 
house of co uncilman Jaime Hr*-, 
do, killing him and wounding Us 
wife, police said. 

Cardinal Sin attacked/ Mrs. Marcos 
and Mr. Cojuangco for refusing 
to return tbe money they alleged- 
ly looted during Ferdinand Mar- 
cos’ rale. 

Gen. Ramos, a Protestant who 
jailed thousands of efissideats 
wben be was Mr. Marcos’s police 
chief, sidestepped Cardinal Sin’s 
attacks. 

“That’s Us prerogative within 
Us flock but it’s (up to) tbe 
people to make their conclu- 
sions,” Gen. Ramos told repor- 
ters before leading a noisy motor- 
cade around the capital. 

Gen. Ramos, who helped to 
quell six army coup a tte mp ts 
against Mis. Aquino, has said be 
was instrumental in tempering 
the abuses of the Marcos regime 
and has no regrets about his past. 

Mrs. Aquino denied a rift with 
Cardinal Sin, saying it was natu- 
ral for people to disagree on 
politics. 

“Canfinal Sin and I are still 


very good friends.* 

Car dinal | 


Sin helped to mobilise 
public support for Mrs. Aquino 
during tbe 1966 popular revolt 
that toppled the Marcoses from 
power and swept tbe former 
housewife to tbe presidency. 


EC spliton ThirdWorld 
aid before Earth Summit 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- . nut’s official tide, donor states 
pean Community (EC), the have moved towards offering an 


world’s biggest aid donor, is split 
over promising new money to tbe 
Third World at next month’s 
Earth Summit, diplomats say. 

The agreement of rich nations 
to help poor countries afford ea- 
vironmen tally-sound develop- 
ment policies is central to the 
huge U-N. summit in Rio De 
Janeiro on June 13-14. 

But EC diplomats said divi- 
sions among the 12 member 
states on funding issues were 
holding up agreement on tbe 
EC’s joint statement to die sum- 
mit, due to be debated by en- 
vironment and development 
mmisten Tuesday. 

“Portugal wants to work out a 
clear statement on what will be 
the EC’s position,” said one EC 
official. 

“Whether we can get that, I 
cannot see yet,” the official 
added. 

Portugal is tbe current holder 
of the rotating EC presdency and 
wil] chair Tuesday’s talks. 

The joint EC statement on 
other issues, ranging from forests 
and tbe atmosphere to biotech- 
nology and tra n s fe r rin g dean 
technologies to the developing 
world, bad been largely settled. 

EC officials are due to meet 
Monday to try to make progress 
on the outstanding financing 
problems before tbe mini sters 
meet Tuesday. 

At preparatory neg o ti ations for 
the United Nations Conference 
Environment and Develop- 


extra S3-S5 billioa a year near 
term. 


The Community provided, ab- 
out $27 billion in Overseas De- 
velopment Assistance (ODA) in 
1990, about half the world total. 

EC govemments pledged last 
December to Taise ODA to meet 
the U-N.’s longstanding target 
for rich nations to spend 0.7 per 
cent of gross national product 
(GNF) on development aid. 

But only Italy said it was pre- 
pared to spend more to meet the 
target level by 2000, a timetable 
supported by France, Denmark 
and oeNdberiands. They are the only 
EC. members which provide 
more than 0.7 per cent of GNF in 
development assistance. 


Germany was quoted saying m 
December it would reac 


reach 0.7 per 
cent as soon as possible, but other 
governments opposed any times- 
cale in the ECs declaration to the 
Earth Summit. 


Some diplomats said Britain, 
with a dedming percentage of aid 
recent years, was the most 


m 


on 


meat (UNCED), the Earth Sum- 


rehxctant to accept firm new 
spending plans, and some coun- 
tries say they cannot afford more. 

“If someone tries to tie us 
down to a timescale, we’re not 
going to sign up to that," said one 
Irish diplomat, whose govern- 
ment spends less than 0.2 per cent 
of GNP development aid. 

“It does a disservice to every- 
body if (EC governments) make 
commitments winch they are un- 
able to keep,” be said. 


Riots inject new element into 
U.S. election campaign 


WASHINGTON (R) — Race 
riots in Los Angeles and other 
cities have injected an unpredict- 
able new element into a U.S. 
presidential campaign already 
marked by voter anger and frus- 
tration. 

But it is far from dear bow the 
violence sparked by the acquittal 
of four white policemen who beat 

a black man will play out in 
voting booths at the end of tbe 
campaign in Nov e mber. 

After tbe urban riots of the 
1960s, Republics benefited poli- 
tical by tarring tbe Democrats! 
and tben-Fresideiit Lyndon John- 
son as soft on law and order. 

This time around, however, the 
Republicans are in power and the 
administration of President 
George Bush has shown it is 
keenly aware the riots could pro- 
duce a bombshell if not handled 
properly. 

Mr. Bush has been walking a 
careful line, condemning tbe 
lawlessness while also express in g 
surprise at the acquittal at the 
Los Angeles police officers 
videotaped beating 27-year-old 
black motorist Rodney King. 

Tbe president’s reaction to tbe 
crisis is expected to go down well 
with Americans fearful that, the 
disorder could spread from tbe 
dozen cities already hit. 

At the request of California 
Governor Pete Wilson, Mr. Bush 
swiftly ordered federal troops and 
law officers to stand by in Los 
Angeles, and the Justice Depart- 
ment said it would explore 
whether federal charges could be 
brought against the police 
officers. 

But tiie Democrats still hope to 
exploit the situation, believing 
the riots resulted at least partly 
from Mr. Bush’s inattention to 
the problems of minorities and 
the inner cities. 

“We saw the results of 12 years 
of wedge politks on television the 
last two nights,” Democratic Par- 
ty National Chairman Ron 


Brown said Friday in a speech in 
New Orleans, speaking of tbe 
riots. 

The Democrats accuse the Re- 
publicans of using “wedge” or 
divisive issues — such as racial 
themes to appeal to whites — to 
torn one bloc of voters against 
another. 

The first black to be chairman 
of a major national political par- 
ty, Mr. Brown said be was out- 
raged by racial violence. 

“But most of all, we should all 
be outraged by the Bush adminis- 
tration's cynical inaction on the 
isaws of dvil rights, socjgj justice 
and equal opportunity in Amer- 
ica,” he said. 

■ Arkansas Governor Bill Cfin- 
ton, the likely Democratic Party 
presidential candidate, has been 
more circumspect in his language 
in the past few days, perhaps for 
fear of creating the i mp ression 
that he was condoning tire vio- 
lence. 


On Friday Mr. Clinton called 
on the president to “try to begin 
healing tbe rifts that have c a us ed 
this,” and urged Americans to 
devote Sunday to a national day 
of prayer. 


“I do not want tins thi ng to 
become a , political issue,” the 


Arkansas governor insisted. “1 
don’t think today is the day for ns 
to be casting stones and placing 
blame.” 


But in the next breath be urged 
-Mr. Bush to make it dear that he 
recognised the an gm«h ca use d 
many Americans by the not-guil- 
ty verdict in the Kang case. 

Meanwhile Maine Republicans 
awarded President Bush 22 
national convention delegates 
Saturday, a vote officials said 
assured Mr. Bush of winning hk 
party's presidential nomination. 

The election of delegates came 
at the end of the two-day Maine 
Republican Convention. It was 
bawd on the results of the state’s 
February presidential caucuses. 


Korean-black tensions come out in U.S. riot 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — They 
kept coming, shouting taunts as 
they approached the m akes hift 
barricades of cars, shopping carts 
and pallets surrounding Richard 
Rhee’s grocery store. 

Tbe shopping mall down the 
street was already in flam es. The 
nearby car wash was bunting. But 
Mr. Rbee and his band of friends, 
relatives and private security bdkl 
on from the barricades and roof 
of the market, meeting each wave 
of looters with a fusillade of 
shotgun and revolver fire. 

“We didn’t shoot them, we 
shoot to scare them. Some of 
them shoot back,” said the Ko- 
rean businessman. “It was tike a 
war zone, but we had to do it, 
otherwise they would have 
burned down tins one." 

Mr. Rbee and his business Sur- 
vived, but many of bis country- 
men weren’t so lucky. The South 
Korean Foreign Ministry said 
more than 300 Korean-owned 
stores were looted or set afire, 
(tee young Korean-American 
was killed and dozens were in- 
jured. 

Damage was put at more than 
$200 million. 

Koreas-Americans responded 
with a massive rally Saturday, 
with tens of thousands of mar- 
chers carrying symbolic brooms 
and shovels. 

“We just want to get along with 


.all the other minority communi- 
ties,” said Francis Hur. “Now is 
die time for reconciliation.” 
The attacks on Korean busi- 
ness reflected a simmering resent- 
ment of the Koreans’ visible suc- 
cess as the shopkeepers in their 
own and other minority neigh- 
bourhoods. 


led in tiie rioting. 

For Mr. Rbee, the siege lasted 
three days. 

Looters cruised Western Ave- 
nue, stopping by Mr. Rhee’s mar- 
ket several times throughout 
Thnrsday. At one point be watch- 
ed as they prepared Molotov 
cocktails. Another time he saw 
looters begin to break into a 


“They say, tyou guys take our 

money out of our comnmmty and yon Carl’s Jr. bamburgef stand across 
never pat anything back in,’" Ml *the 


street. 


Rbee said. 

Relations worsened last spring 
when Latasha Harlins, a 15-year- 
old Mack, was shot to death by a 
Korean-American merchant in a 
dispute over a bottle of orange 
juice. Soon Ja Du, 54, received 
probation instead of prison, 
farther raising the ire of the black 


community. 

“Ever since the case, we didn’t 
get along,” Mr. Rbee sauL “With 


the Rodney King case, what I 
think is that they would try to get 
even with us.” 

So Mr. Rbee, tike a number of 
has fellow Koreans, prepared for 
the worst They stacked up boxes 
and carts in front of their 
businesses and took up positions 
from the roofs of their stores to 
fend off looters and arso nis ts. 

Korean private security guards, 
many drawn from an association 
of Former Korean Marines, au- 
gmented owners and their {ami- 
ties. One security guard was kQ- 


Each time, Mr. Rhcc and his 
men drove the looters off with 
gunfire. 

At one point, low on. ammuni- 
tion, Mr. Rhee said he appealed 
for help through a Korean-Jtan- 
guage radio station. Members of 
the community rushed boxes of 
bullets to defenders. 

“We went through hell, no 
police, no National Guard,” he 
said. “We called for help and- 
they said we were on our own." 

But Mr. Rbee remained pas- 
sionate about his adopted coun- 
try. A native of Seoul, he cante to 
California in 1960 with $300. He 
worked as a dishwasher and jani- 
tor, saved his money and invested 
in real estate. Now 5D, he owns 
three large markets and other 
properties. 

“You have to work hard, 
otherwise there is no rfumee fo 
tins world,” be said. 

Mr. Rbee wasn’t sure of rela- 
tions between Koreans and 


blacks in the wake of last week’s 
riots. He expected hu country- 
men to be wary of reopen in g in 
Mack neighbourhoods. 

“We lost a lot of business, 
that’s bad, but I dunk tiie Mack 
community are losers too,” he 
said. “They loqt a lot of property 
and now — white, yellow, black 
— I don’t dunk anyone a going to 
want to open businesses there.” 

Meanwhile, South Korean 
leaders moved swiftiy Sunday to 
seek compensation for thousands 
of Korean- Americans for 
in Moody riots in Los Angeles. 

The Foreign Ministry said a 
delegation headed by Assistant 
Foreign Ministeri Ho Seung 
would fly to Los Angeles Monday 
to meet until Mayor Tam Brad- 
ley, California Gov. Pete Wilson 
and other U.S. officials to seek 
fin a nc ial aid far injuries and re- 


Tbe Foreign Kfimstiy said a 
19-year-old Korean student was 
shot to death, 30 Koreans were 
hospitalised and dozens mare 
were injured, ft said more than 
850 Kore an stores were looted 
and burned, and property dam- 
age exceeded $200 motion. 

“Damage was more than 
physical, but the collapse of the 
American dream,” said the par- 
tiament speaker. Park Jyun-Kyu, 
in amounting that the govern- 
ment would seek c om p ensa tion. 



Yeltsin’s ministers 
defeated— on 
soccerfield 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin, used to get- 
ting his way in parliament and the 
cabinet room, suffered defeat — 
on the soccer pitch against lead- 
ers of Moscow city council. Mr. 
Yeltsin’s team of ministers was 
ably led by captain and State 
Secretary Gcunady Burbnfis, 
more accustomed to issuing 
orders from behind a des k . But 
the Russian government team 
kwt 1-0 to the Oty Council before 
3,000 enthusiastic fans at Mos- 
cow’s Luzhniki Stadium. “Mos- 
cow’s goal was scored purely by 
chance because they deliberately 
knocked out our goalkeeper," 
Mr. Yeltsin, who wore a purple 
and yellow tracksuit to coach Mg 
team from the touchlme, said 
afterw a rds with a smile. Fans 
howled with laughter as leading 
figures on both sides, many with 
bulging waistlines, collided or fell 
over the ball. Russian team mem- 
bers complained they had been 
too busy working on economic 
reforms to train property. Some 
hinted that their opponents bad 
cheated by fielding too many 
young players. “The Moscow side 
is much tougher than the interna- 
tional monetary fund,” said eco- 
nomic reform s up remo Yegor 
Gaidai, who remained on tiie 
sidelines after returning from 
g ntelling talks in W ashington 
with Western financial leaden. 
World chess champion Gariy 
Kasparov, playing for the Rus- 
sian team, muffed a to 

level the score as foil time 
approached. “Chess is much 
easier than football,” he gasped. 
Moscow mayor and team trainer 
Gavriil Popov gave Mr. Yeltsin a 
consoling hug afterwards. “Mos- 
cow must always be slightly ahead 
of Russia, otherwise time could 
be problems," be said. 
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Ancient ritual 
promises children to ?a!e 
sterile couples 


5 LcsA' 


KOCEH, India (AP) — More 
than 1,000 Hindu couples began 
an ancient, sevmf-day ritual to 
appease the pods in hopes of 
receiving Messing that would give 
them children. The couples, most 
of them unable thus far to bear 
children, gathered in this south- 
era part town for a ceremony in 
which priests pour hundreds of 
litres (gallons) of milk outoa holy 
fire and chant from ancient Hin- 
du scriptures. The ritual has 
generated cont rove rs y . Women’s 
organisations that oppose it call it 
a “barbaric ritual. " Organisers 
said the couples would perform 
several rites over the week, in- 
cluding staring into day pots fil- 
led with holy water for many 
hoars, balancing the pots on their 
beads and picking up the pieces- 
when they fall. Sex is banned 
during the ritual period. “I have 
no doubt that my wife will get 
pregnant,” said Lakshmi- 
Narayanan, a 35-year-old 
businessman from Andhra 
Pradesh state, married for the 
past 17 years. Critics are act im- 
pressed. Sana] IduasrukkuL 
g^eral secretary of the Indian 
Rationalists Association, said the 
organisers were tricking gullible 
couples into meaningless exer- 
cises. 
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MIchelatigelo statue 
set to break auction . 
record 


3,01 seat 
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FLORENCE, Italy (R) — A 
Michelangelo marble statue to be 
auctioned this month at a starting 
price of two bfltion tire ($1.6 
motion) Is expected to set a re- 
cord for Banian, a uc tions, -Flor- 
ence art experts said. The statue 
of a boy called “god of love," just 
over 50 ems (20 inches) high, was 

ordered from the Tuscan aitist by 
the ruling Medici famil y in the 
late 15th _ century, the - Pandol- 
fini Auction House said. The 
starting price for bidding on May 
26 is itself a record. The curren t 
record for an Italian auction is 1-5 
bflKou Kre ($1.2 million), paid for 
a Titian painting. “Tire starting 
price is a record. No other 
artwork has ever hjAfing 
at such a high price in Italy,” said 
Remo Rega, a director of tbe 

P&Ddoffim Auction House. 
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Hooden men help 
captain flee house 
arrest in Panama 




PANAMA CITY, Panama -<R) 
— ~ Ele ven hooded men helped a 
captain under former Panama- 
nian strongman Manuel Moaega 
«ape home arrest hat pofcc faiock- 
ed a simultaneous a tte mp t to free 
other ntitituy officials, a news- 
paper reported. EvWfe&o Quicl 
was sprung from his Panama CSty 
home when the 11 men disarmed 
a guard, the independent drityLa - 
Preasa sad. . 
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